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JULIEN SIDNEY DEVEREUX AND HIS
MONTE VERDI, TEXAS, PLANTATION
DORMAN WINFREY·

Among the small number of persons of French Huguenot ancestry who
came to Texas during the periods of Anglo-American colonization and the
Republic were such well-known figures as David Crockett, defender of the
Alamo; Mirabeau B. Lamar, second president of the Republic of Texas;
John C. Duval, first Texas man of letters; Pleasant W. Kittrell, educator
and champion for the University of Texas; and the father and son team
of John William and Julien Sidney Devereux.
The background of the Texas branch of the Devereux family has been
rather well recorded. John William Devereux in his writings gave information on Huguenot history and the traditions of his own family's flight
from France, and wrote:
UThe family of Devereux was driven out of France by Louis XIV when
he revoked the Edict of Nantes. The Edict of Nantes was passed by Hen.ry
IV in the year 1598 of the Christian Era which secured. to the Protestants
religious liberty, or a free exercise of their religion. When Louis XIV
revoked that edict the Roman Catholics commenced a persecution which
compelled thousands to fly to other countries for refuge, and our family
went to Britain-that part of them from which I am descended have been
long established in North Wales in the county of Montgomeryshire and own
a valuable free hold estate.'"
The first name recorded in the Devereux geneology is that of Morgan
Devereux (grandfather of John William and great-grandfather of Julien
S. Devereux) who U was a native of Montgomeryshire North Wales." Morgan
Devereux married Elizabeth Hughs whose brother Sir Edward Hughs was
a noted admiral in the British Navy. Morgan and Elizabeth Devereux were
parents of a son Charles Devereux, who was born in 1740 in G1amorganshire, Wales, and was named for the mother's brother who ff was a considerable freeholder." ]n 1763, this Charles Devereux, in his twenties, left Wales
and came to the then British colony of Virginia, becoming the first recorded
member of the family to arrive in the New World.
Charles Devereux, a smelter and mineralogist by trade, married Nancy
Woods on October 7, 1766. Eight children were born to Charles and Nancy
Devereux and one of these, a second child, was John William, born March
15, 1769. Seventy-one years later on May 20, 1840, Devereux recorded: "],
John William Devereux, was born among romantic scenery in the wildest
part of the state of Virginia at ChisweU's lead mines."
·Speeeh delivered to Lhe EasL Tn.. HisLorlc• .! A-oeiaLlon MeeUn&, In NaCOfrdoc.hel,

ber l. 1966.

Oc~
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Charles Devereux rendered service to Virginia troops at Chiswell's Mines
during the American Revolution, and records in the Virginia State Library
reveal that Devereux provided "lead to the anny."
Identified also with the vicinity of Chiswell's Mines were two of the most
significant persons ever to appear on the Texas scene-Moses Austin and
his SOn Stephen F. Austin. In 1791, some thirty years after John William
Devereux's birth, Moses Austin and his wife, Maria, moved from Richmond,
Virginia, to Chiswell's Mines, and at this locality on November 3, 1793,
Stephen F. Austin was born. At the time of Stephen F. Austin's birth the
country was on the southwestern frontier of Virginia, for as late as 1790
the frontier line had moved just west of the locality. On January 1, 1785,
young Devereux moved with his family to Columbia County, Georgia. 2

John Devereux, on April 19, 1795, married Elizabeth Few, daughter of
Ignatius Few of American Revolutionary fame, and niece of William Few, a
member of the Continental Congress and a 6elegate from Georgia to the
Constitutional Convention in 1787. Devereux's wife died while giving birth
to a son. His second marriage in 1801 resulted in a family of three children,
including Julien Sidney Devereux, who was born on July 23, 1805.
The Devereuxs moved to Alabama in 1817. Father John William served
for eleven sessions as state senator in the Alabama Legislature, and for
ten years 85 judge in the county court of Covington County.
Julien S. Devereux, meanwhile, had become well established during the
years the family lived in Covington County. In 1826, after he had reached
the age of twenty-one, he was appointed to fill a vacancy as clerk of the
circuit court of Covington County. Before the end of the year, on December 28, 1826, he married Adaline Rebeccah Bradley. A newspaper account
of the w4!dding titled Devereux as "coloneJ" and referred to his bride as the
"daughter of Samuel Bradley, deceased, late of South Carolina." The marriage would end in a separation some fourteen years later and then in
divorce after Julien Devereux came to Texas.
In Alabama Julien Devereux served in the Alabama Legislature, was a
trustee of the University of Alabama, and had Federal military service
during the Creek Indian War.
While liVing in Macon County, which bordered on the Creek Indian Country, Julien S. Devereux did considerable speculating with Indian lands.
Most probably there were losses in the land speculating business and perhaps also in the operation of his Alabama plantation, for Julien S. Devereux
was faced with heavy financial obligations in the late 1830's and early 1840's.
Devereux's financial worries were typical of those faced by individuals
during the general Panic of 1837, which was most severely felt in the West
and South, and lasted until 1843. Two main causes of the panic-expansion
of credit and land speculation-were in large measure responsible for Devereux's precarious financial condition.
Perhaps the separation from bis wife, along with heavy debts. caused
Julien S. Devereux to look westward, and in October of 1841 he headed
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for uJasper County in Texas." His reasons for leaving home and moving
to Texas to get a new start in life were smiliar to situations faced by men
like Sam Houston, Anson Jones, Mirabeau B. Lamar, and others who had
also experienced marital problems and political and financial reverses. Devereux was "well known in Alabama" in the early 1840's, and an acquaintance
once stated that a more honorable man than he while here could not have
been found." Devereux may have debated at some length about staying in
Alabama, for he wrote: uReconsidered the matter (of remova1), declined
making a crawfish of myself, and finally came to Texas." Father John William Devereux was not far behind i he left uYalverdi Macon County Alabama on the 26th of April, 1842, for the Single-Star Republic of Texas,"
and across the detailed description of his log cabin on the pages of his
"Memorandum and Common Place Book" he wrote in huge letters what so
many pioneers would say with "G.T.T." On the door of a cabin:
fl

Built it
Occupied it &.
left it and
gone to Texas
fool move.3
Thirty-six year old Julien Devereux was in Jasper County, Texas, in
November of 1841, where at that time he took an oath of allegiance to the
Republic of Texas. The next month he moved west same 125 miles to establish a home in Montgomery County, situated in the flat prairie and rolling
wooded plains of Southeast Texas. For the next four and a half years
Devereux would attempt to operate a plantation in this area.
Julien Devereux filed a divorce petition on February 10, 1843, against his
wife, Adaline Rebeccah, from whom he had separated in December, 1840, and
who had remained in Alabama.
Patrick C. Jack, member of Stephen F. Austin's second colony and an
important figure in the period of colonization and the Republic, presided as
judge of the Sixth Judicial District and heard the divorce case at the spring
term of 1843. The jury on March 29, 1843, ruled for the plamtiff and
granted the divorce.
Three months later on June 27th, Julien Devereux was married to Sarah
Ann Landrum. The bride, who described her husband at the time as "a man
of wealth and high standing," was sixteen years old and twenty years
younger than Julien.
During these first years in Texas, Julien Devereux must have been kept
busy operating his Terrebonne Plantation. ("Terrebonne" is French for
"good land.") Unfortunately, the records for this plantation are not extant
and almost no generalizations can be made concerning the actual operations
at Terrebonne itself.
Julien S. Devereux had little leisure time in Montgomery County to record
the details of either his work or business, or his general observations. Conditions of the times, and especially those in Terrebonne and Montgomery
County, have been recorded at some length by the aged father who was then

86

East Texas Historical Journal

in his seventies. John W. Devereux recorded what many Texans felt during
the pe,riod of the Republic when he wrote, "Our Continent can boast of
having the largest Rivers-the largest Lakes-the largest CBteracs & the
highest mountains in the world (and their men particularly in Texas can
whip their weight in wildcats)."

The environments of Montgomery County produced, a special breed of
Texans and there was a

"Toast to suit Lake Creek & San Jacinto Citizens of Montgomery County
-they have hearts for their friends as wann as the SUn in their clime and
hands for their foes as deadly as their night dews and morning fogs."
Attitudes of the Devereuxs toward this ffland of promise" began to change.
The rains, northers, mosquitoes, malaria, Bnd other hardships recalled fond
memories of the earlier home in Alabama. Scorpions were a constant problem and persons were advised to "come to Texas to see real scorpions plenty."
The country offered little hope for survival and Devereux cautioned: UFly
from extremes of wet & dry, Or stay &: live until you die." because "you
will not live out half your days." The situation became mOre and more
unbearable:

"O! Texas
You vex uS
1ft perplex us
how it rains
how it rains. "4
Julien, Sarah, and John William Devereux left Terrebonne Plantation on
June 13, 1845, for southwestern Rusk County to occupy a place rented from
Colonel Robert W. Smith, participant in the battle of San Jacinto and first
sheriff of Rusk County. The Devereux. party arrived at the Smith place
on June 27, after fifteen days of travel. In addition to the Devereuxs, there
were ten slaves and "forty-head of cattle (cows and calves)
and a wagon
heavily loaded with Bacon etc. drawn by 4 pair of oxen
."
In Rusk County Julien Devereux would live for the next ten years and
operate his Monte Verdi Plantation.
Located in the northeastern part of Texas, the new home was in the
uRed Lands" section of East Texas on the divide between the Sabine River
on the east and the Angelina River on the west. The physical setting of
Rusk County must have been inviting to the Devereuxs who were totally
dissatisfied with Montgomery County. The new locality had gently sloping
hills. narrow valleys, and dales. and the 7SG-foot altitude in the southwestern part, where the Devereuxs settled. was considerably higher than
was Terrebonne in Montgomery County. ThE' new area had good drainage,
rich soils, adequate rainfall, an abundance of mineral and forest resources,
and excellent game range-all factors which were considered by early
settlers.
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•
Julien Deverewc had ample reason to feel good about things as the decade
of the 1840's came to a close. He may have expressed his feelings at the
time in a "Texas Toast" he composed, which read:

•

"Wealth by Our Labor
Independence by our Sword
Hooey in the Bee Gum
& Sugar in the Gourd"
During the 1860'8, when Texas experienced rapid growth, Devereux, with
his operations at his Monte Verdi Plantation, would assume a position as a
major cotton planter in Texas.

•

Plantations which were established in Texas and the Old South before
the Civil War. were organized to facilitate large scale production and the
accumulation of wealth. No doubt, Devereux had these two purposes in
mind when he undertook the establishment of Monte Verdi.
One cannot be certain whether Julien Devereux had the French Or Spanish language in mind when he named his plantation, for the word 'Verdi,
meaning green, becomes 'Verte in French and verde in Spanish. A literal
French translation would mean green elevation, while a recent Spanish dictionary defined monte as "a high natural elevation of land; virgin land
covered with trees and underbrush." Probably Devereux intended to use
French spelling because his subtitle to Monte Verdi of Terre Le Oriente is
French for uLand of the Easl" uGreen wooded area," a most appropriate
and descriptive translation, has been selected by one person to describe the
area where Julien Devereux lived in 1849 when he determined that:
"Monte-Verdi"
Is the name I have concluded
to give my place of Residence
in Rusk County Texas.'
In the successfu,} operation of the plantation there were three human
fadors: the master, the overseer, and the slaves. The plantation owner was
the master, and full responsibility for success or failure depended on his
decisions. He was responsible for the care of his slaves; he had to go in
debt to make the crop for the ensuing year; and he always was concerned
about too much rain or a lengthy drought. With good management and
reasonably favorable weather, a plantation like Monte Verdi had many
compensations for its owner.
A main factor in the success Or failure of a plantation was the overseer,
and Devereux was fortunate much of the time in his choices to fill this most
important position. The ideal qualifications for an overseer were honesty,
industriousness, and to know farming and be able to handle Negroes.
The overseer was an intermediary between the master and slaves, and
at times he faced many problems. The overseer had long hours; he was the
first to get up and was late to bed.

88

Eaat T.zaa Hiatorical Jl»lrnal

•
The third human element in the operation of a plantation was that of the
slaves. and the Negroes at Monte Verdi accounted for a huge investment.
On August 3, 1850. Devereux listed seventy-four slaves; in 1853 the total
number of slaves had increased to 84:. Total numbers do not indicate a
working force, however, because there were children and many old slaves
who could not do manual labor. The Devereux family frequently mentioned
that their slaves were Ufamily Negroes" and took pride that their Negroes
were well treated. Julien's sister, Mrs. Louisiana Holcombe, onee wrote to
her brother that "you know well that any slaves we have ever had in possession are well treated and only a reasonable service required of thern."
The Devereux8 had a strong attachment to their slaves and, in Alabama,
when the sister was considering a move to Texas, she wrote Julien that
abe had no intention of parting with her slaves while she liVed and added
that, "The children aU love Jincey and call her Granny and she takes care
of them and loves them." Louisiana also remarked that, "Family negroes
are the most unenviable property that we can own. as we cannot bear to
separate them and ... we do not like to hire them out for fear of not being
treated weIl."6
Negro morale probably was high most of the time at Monte Verdi plantation. Julien Devereux would not compel his Negroes to work when sick or
in bad weather, and the house servants. when ill, were not to do washing
and milking. John William Devereux wrote on January 2, 1846, that Wall
(slaves) in good spirits and happy singing and canaling at their work,"
and on May 30, 1847, that he "heard the hands carrolling their melodies and
at 12 heard their large horn call them off and on to their labours."
Proper management of a slave force of the size existing at Monte Verdi
was no small problem for Devereux or his overseer. The Negroes had to be
fed, clothed, and housed dUring the years of lean crops as well as in seasons
of abundance, and care was necessary for those slaves too young Or too
old to work. With a large labor force it was essential to have a proper
division of work laid out at all times. Most of the time was spent in the
fields, but when there was no field work to be done, and in bad weather,
slaves had to be kept busy splitting rails, killing hogs, shelling and grinding
corn, building fences. Or burning brush.
Cotton was the most important crop grown on the Monte Verdi Plantation, and Devereux followed the plan of most planters to break the land
in December Or January so that the earth could mellow and pennit early
planting. Devereux frequently planted some fields early and some late so
that if there should be a frost not all the crop would be lost.
Since the year of 1850 has been cons"idered an average one for cotton
production in Texas, Devereux's operations on his ten thousand acre plantation in this year may be examined to see where he ranked as a planter
on the Texas scene.
The Census of 1850 reveals that there were 375 planters in Texas; only
ninety-one of whom produced one hundred or more bates of cotton Or hogsheads of sugar. Devereux ranked with the top ninety-one planters in Texas,

•
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for during that year he produced one hundred and twenty 400-pound bales
of cotton.

•

Devereux's rank among slave holders in Texas is also interesting. With
seventy-five slaves in 1850, Devereux was among the ninety-two slave
holders in Texas who owned fifty Or more slaves.
Management of Monte Verdi during the first few years occupied most of
Devereux's time. He did like to fish and hunt, and there were wolves, bears,
wildcats, turkeys, ducks, deer, and panthers in the nearby II Angelina
bottoms."
Devereux could afford to travel and stay in fine hotels, but no where was
he so happy and contented as in the serene and peaceful life at Monte Verdi.
He loved the oUHf-doors of his plantation and the kind of life it had to
offer. Perhaps Devereux expressed his feelings best when, as a member of
the Texas Legislature, he declared that, "I would greatly prefer to forego
aU this honor and glory and be places where I could step to back gallery
of an log cabin and call out to Bill to feed them hounds and saddle old John
for a hunt at the pine Island or the pine log crossing or any where on my
own dominions!'
As mistress of Monte Verdi, Sarah Devereux had to supervise the care
of her own household while frequently playing the role of mother and nurse
in the care of slaves. Guests dropped in often at Monte Verdi and some-

times there was overnight company for weeks at a time. Monte Verdi
gained a reputation as a place for friendly hospitality and good food, as
exemplified in a friend's letter to Sarah:

HI am sorry that I am not with you to enjoy some of the green peas, but
the tommntos [sicJ, and egg plant will still be plentiful. 0 how I "Nish T
were with thee to get some nice clabber, and butte!' milk."
Sarah Devereux enjoyed pleasures at Monte Verdi. She went to quiltings
and sometimes Julien would share her company at a Baptist preaching.
Occasionally the family could get together and hunt chinquapins.
Monte Verdi Plantation had the usual heavy responsibilities for its owner.
but it did provide wealth and comfort and other compensations. Julien
Devereux assumed the position of "citizen planter" in the true sense of
the word, and while residing at Monte Verdi he reared a family, held political
offices in Rusk County, promoted local industry, helped build schools, traveled, and eventually sat in the state legislature.
During the 1850's Rusk County ranked as a leading Texas county in
population and wealth and could count among its citizens some of the most
important persons on the Texas, as wen as the East Texas, scene. Because
of his position as a leading Rusk County planter in 1850, Devereux was
known throughout the county, and his associates included, in addition to
planters. prominent business men, educators, newspaper men, lawyers, and
politicians.
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Devereux traveled extensively through the South for his health and recreation. On one of his trips in 1853 elaborate plans were made, and Rusk
County merchants and residents wrote letters of introduction for Devereux
to use in the various states he planned to tour. In these letters Devereux
was described as "one of our most respected and valued citizens/' and 4 a
fine specimen of the southern planter and genUeman." Another letter of
introduction stated that, "Colonel Devereux is one of the most respected
and opulent planters of Our neighborhood, is a man of cultivated mind, and.
a perfect type of the Southern Gentleman."
In the summer of 1865 Devereux was elected to the Texas House of

Representatives.
Devereux found Austin was not too different a town than he had expected
and observed that, liThe capitol is a very pretty white rock: house situated
on a knob of a hill about 300 yards from my boarding house ..."
Among the early legislation considered in November was the election of
Thomas J. Rusk as United States Senator by the unanimous vote of members of both houses in a joint session. On November 21, Julien wrote his
wile that, "the great men of the country are congregating about Austin.
Sam Houston, Commodore Moore, GenI McCloud (Hugh McLeod?) and
many other prominent men are here..."
There were many things about Austin Devereux did not like, and the
water ~in the capitol city was not so good as that back home. Some water
was broUght from the Colorado River, and cisterns were also in use. Devereux wrote that, liThe cistern water is all that 1 can drink and they took
a large hog (dead) out of one of the state house cisterns yesterday, but
as good luck 1 did not drink any of the water." Food was far from satisfactory:
"Our fare here is only tolerable (I mean in the eating way). 1 have heard
much said about the fine beef of this part of the country, but the beef we
have on the table is nothing to compare with what we have at home, and
our Landlord pays 6 and 6 cents a pound for it at that-I have not seen
any fresh butter since 1 have been here and no cream for our coffee. Our
bacon costs 22 cents a pound and old at that...,.
Besides legislative matters, Devereux was concerned with the plantation
operations at Monte Verdi and the erection of his mansion house. Julien
Devereux was anxious to have news of what was going on at Monte Verdi,
and Sarah often wrote about the work that was being done. On December
6, 1855, she remarked that the hands "finished picking cotton today and
came out of the field shouting and blowing their horns like there had been
a democratic victory." By December 20 some 7160 pounds of pork had been
secured 'fout of the woods." William Howerton, Devereux's former overseer, had helped with the hog killing and remarked that, "There is more
wild hogs than I have ever seen." Christmas week usually meant no work
on most plantations. and on December 28. Sarah wrote that, "The black
ones have all been very healthy and enjoy Chrismas [ale) as much as
ever as cold as it is."

•
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Julien Devereux's health was such that he probably shortened his life by
serving the one tenn in the legislature. His "enlarged spleen" continued to
give him trouble. He was in pain most of the time he was in Austin and his
condition grew worse each week. In his lirst letter home Devereux stated
that it he lived through the session it would be his "last voluntary exile from
home and family." Julien was homesick most of the time for Sarah and the
boys and he once remarked to his wife, 14 My seat in the Legislature poorly
repays me for my absence from you and our little boyso"
As hard as he tried, Julien Devereux could not last until the session ended
on February 4. On January 9 he wrote to Sarah that he had requested to be
excused from attending sessions on January 20, and that he would retu.rn
home when the carriage arrived.

Julien Devereux returned to his Monte Verdi plantation before the end
of January, 1856, and resided for the first time in the new mansion house,
still uncompleted. For the next three months he Jived there but was so ill
that he could not enjoy the fruits of his years of labor Or supervise the
completion of his dream. On May I, 1856, at the age of fifty, Julien Devereux died.
In the role of plantation planter, local citizen, and public servant Julien
Devereux in ten years' time had left his area a better one than he had found
it. The prosperity Rusk County enjoyed in the 1850's was, in large part,
because of successful planters like Devereux. Of importance also to the
county and its residents was the time Devereux devoted to bringing in
industry and erecting schools; the services he rendered as justice of the
peace, county commissioner, and legislator; the good neighbor he was in
times of sickness j and the able provider he was for his wife, children, and
slaves. as well as for the less fortunate in his midst.s
One other contribution Devereu.x made was the erection of his mansion
house. still standing today in Rusk County after more than a century "on
that same beautiful hill." A main reason Julien Devereux has earned a
permanent place in Texas history has been his Monte Verdi Mansion House.
When completed under Mrs. Devereux's direction, Monte Verdi probably
ranked among the finest of the plantation homes in East Texas. The house,
an imposing structure with taU columns, was in many ways what is generally
imagined as the "typical" borne of the successful planter in the ante-bellum
Old South.
On the eve of the Civil War Sarah Devereux was most probably in a
highly solvent financial condition. The census of 1860 listed thirty-three
year old Sarah with real estate valued at $70,000, the second highest figure
recorded in Rusk County, and she had a personal estate of $66,000. With
the outbreak of the Civil War, Sarah Devereux faced real hardships in
running the huge plantation.
To exist and to manage a plantation the size of Monte Verdi during the
Civil War must have been a real struggle. Tremendous supplies were needed
for the working force of slaves, and shortages of all kinds became acute.
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Huge requisitions were made on the produce at Monte Verdi; taxes increased
eaeh year.
Word concerning the collapse of the Confederacy was received in Rusk
County on April 12, 1865, when Robert Bruce Richardson, a Henderson
resident, wrote the following lines in his diary: "Oh, God Lee bas surrendered! We are lost." The following month, on May 29, Richardson noted
the Confederate Army had disbanded, and "We are a conquered people."
Sarah sometimes heard from her old friend, Mrs. M. A. Harcourt, who
wrote on April 22. 1872, during the Reconstruction era:

USpring Ridge
Caddo Parish (Louisiana)

Dear Friend,

,

Looking over my Hold letters," I find one, that I prized highly, and had
laid it with my other treasures, reading it over, it carried me back to our
dear sunnie faced, blue eyed friends whom I loved so well, those when happy
days, before the hateful Yankee poluted OUf once happy homes it seems
since they come among us. and have located themselves in Our beautiful
South, that their stinking, poisonous breaths tum to ice, and freeze every
thing it touches, this has been the most severe Winter we have ever had
at the South and I attributed it to the sojourn of the Yank's among us, Dh
my Friend, when I think of the degradation of a surrender of OUf country
to the Yankee's, I !late too much, to think of despiseing (sic) them, to have
to submit to Yankee domination, is more than my proud Southern blood can
bear at times. God only enable us to bear it with Christian fortitude but I
may be tireing [sic] you. and will stop. !try relatives are all on the other
side of the question, and often tell me, I must stoop too, and kiss the rod
with which I'm beaten...."
The Monte Verdi Mansion House passed from ownership of members of
the Devereux family and changed hands numerous times. By 1958 the house
was owned by J. J. Sinclair of Minden, Texas. It was unoccupied for a
number of years and was rapidly going to ruin. Bricks had fallen from the
chimney, window panes were out, boards had fallen from the outside walls,
wind blew rain into all the rooms, one column on the front porch had fallen,
and the front porch was almost completely in ruins. Monte Verdi, after the
winter of 1958-1959, was almost a total Joss.
Then an event, almost miraculous, came about. The dilapidated Monte
Verdi Mansion House came to the attention of Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Lowry
of Texas City. With a true sense of historical appreciation the Lowrys
bought Monte Verdi and began the laborious task of restoration.
Persons who visit the Monte Verdi Mansion House can readily understand
why Julien Devereux chose this particular site for a home. The hill is
beautiful and views from it in all directions are breathtaking. In one direction there is the distant haze of the Angelina River bottoms; in another,
one can see Henderson, some twenty miles away. From the Monte Verdi
Mansion House the view in all directions, including some of the most striking
parts of Rusk County, is one of supreme beauty at any time of the year.

,

•
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The house today serves as a fine monument to Julien Sidney Devereux
and the members of his family who moved into the area at an early period
and within a decade had established at Monte Verdi one of the largest and
most successful of the East Texas plantations. Today, after more than a
century, only the house and some ninety acres of the land serve to recall a
by-gone era in Texas and Southern history.'

NOTES
'Donnan H. Winfrey, Julien Sidney Devtreu:t and Hia MOfI.te Verdi
Plantation, 3.

lIbid., 8.
~Ibid.,
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THE TEXAS DIARY OF EDWIN WELSH BUSH, 1852-1854
C. T. NALL
One of the most interesting periods of early Texas history concerns the
Texas immigrant-the odyssey of those thousands who left the older states
for the promise of the new land to the west. The usual picture of the new
Texan is that of the poor dirt farmer who, finding the struggle unequal in
the older states, packed his few belongings, carved GTT on the door of his
unkempt cabin and began the long trek to the promised land across the
Sabine. That there were other types is evidenced by the diary of Edwin
\VeIsh Bush, who was not driven by debt, unproductive land, nor a hostile
sheriff, but by the greater commOn denominator of opportunity.
Bush was a young man in 1852, the year of his first of two visits to the
new state. The Bush family's horne was Gallatin, Tennessee., near Nashville, where they were associated in some type of business. Edwin had been
preceded to Texas by an older brother, Christophpr, who had settled in
San Augustine and acted as agent for the family business. The brother had
also invested in land and had holdings in San Augustine, Nacogdoches,
and Cherokee counties. Christopher died in 1852, and the younger Edwin had
been sent by the family in October of the same year to settle his dead
brother's estate and to collect outstanding debts owed to Bush and Sons in

Gallatin.
The diary kept by Bush is more than a daily journal. While the first
part is an account of his two trips to Texas between 1852 and 1854, the
last half contains entries of a business nature, showing accounts owed to
Bush and Sons, information concerning land, and in some instances copies
of letters. The entries in his diary are almost daily on the first trip. In some
ways a meticulous young man, Bush kept a careful account of his expenditures-the cost of lodging and meals, the tolls on roads and across rivers,
the cost of socks, collars, "segars," the cost of shoeing a horse Or repairing
a buggy, and though temperate in his use of alcohol, there are entries for
brandy.
Bush left Gallatin on October 11, 1852, accompanied by a younger brother,
Samuel. On this first trip, he chose the long overland route to Memphis
rather than the water route which would have taken him down the Cumberland to the Ohio and then on down the Mississippi. While Bush found Memphis an imposing sight, he was quick to condemn some of its citizens for
their disrespect for the Sabbath. HAll the drinking houses and bar rooms
are Open today and the side or back doors of most of the business houses."
Nineteenth-eentury travel literature is replete with evidence of the difficulties and hazards of travel. Indeed, the wanderlust of OUr ancestors is
remarkable in the face of these obstacles and gives testimony to thei.r
determined spirit. Bush's overland trip from Nashville to Memphis took
five days, a journey which today could be covered in as many hOUTS. But the
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favorite mode of transportation in an area where railroads were few was
the steamboat. The great rivers of the West-the Ohio, Mississippi, Missouri
and Red-with their smaller tributaries were the arteries which at once
brought in goods and settlers, and were the great avenues which carried
the produce of the land to the world markets. Bush was impressed with the
great wharves at Memphis and with the bulging storage decks of the steamboat Saint Paul with goods for the New Orleans markets.
If the steamboat was the easiest form of transportation, there were nonetheless dangers connected with it. Bush recorded that only four miles below
Memphis, the Saint Paul was stuck fast on a sand bar and remained there
until the early hours of the next morning. On his return journey two months
later his own boat collided with another. The second smaller boat sank with
some loss of life among its passengers.

Bush left the aint Paul just below Vicksburg and again chose the overland route across Louisiana. After a three day journey, they reached Natchitoches October 26. He noted that Natchitoches was the second oldest town
in the United States, adding that the oldest was Philadelphia. He described
the town as "an old rusty looking place," and commented that since it was
cut off from the Red River, it was ahout to be superseded by Grand Ecore
as the major shipping point for entry into East Texas. Leaving Natchitoches the next day, Bush and his brother took a stagecoach to Fort Jessup,
an old military post near Many, and from there they proceeded to Sabinetown, ferrying across the river. and rode on to San Augustine.
At San Augustine, Bush met friends and acquaintances of his dead
brother including Colonel John Bates, an early settler of San Augustine
countyj If General" James Pinckney Henderson, the first governor of the
state of Texas; and H nry Rankins, another early settler of the county. He
spent only one day in San Augustine. Indeed, Bush never remained more
than a few days at anyone place, but journeyed incessantly throughout the
East Texas area. Though he failed to state the reason for these travels in
his journal, it is probable that he was attempting to locate other properties
owned by his brothel' and acting as agent for the family business. ]n his
journal, Bush constantly commented on the condition of the land in areas
through which he passed. He journeyed to Rusk, where he noted some good
land "near Mud Creek in the direction of Jacksonville and Larissa." He
arrived in Tyler on November 8 and went out to see some land in the northern part of Smith County.
On November 14, he and his brother set out on a "western tour" which
lasted thirteen days and took them through eleven counties to the west of
Nacogdoches. He constantly noted the condition of the land and the appearance of the towns. Crockett he thought a "poor looking place" surrounded
by poor land. He wrote that Anderson was udecidedly the handsomest village
I have met with in Texas." He found Port Sullivan U a devil of a place."
Up the Brazos he noted that land was selling for one to two dollars an
acre. Around Springfield, in Limestone County, he wrote that land was encumbered by ueleven league claims" and was not selling at all. Bush returned
to Nacogdoches on November 27 and set off the next day for San Augustine,
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his point of departure lor his return journey to Tennessee. Before leaving
he wrote that he attended a dance at "old man George Tee!'s" and had a
"glorious time.'"
Bush never became resigned to the slowness of travel. He complained
that it took his stage seventeen hours to cover one fifty· seven mile stretch
of his journey between San Augustine and Grand Ecore. On his return
journey to Tennessee, Bush chose the all-water route. He and his brother
boarded the Compromise at Grand Ecore which took them down the Red
River to the Mississippi and on to New Orleans where they would board a
boat for the up-river trip.
A two-day stopover in New Orleans gave the brothers the opportunity to
tour the city. Some indication of what they saw might be inferred from
Bush's description of New Orleans as lIthe city of sin." To add to the hazards of the up-river trip, Bush was faced with a superstitious captain who
refused to leave until a few minutes past Friday midnight. The legendary
Mississippi river gambler receiVed SOme confirmation in Bush's remark that
some of the passengers spent most of their time at the backgammon and
card tables.

But Bush considered his fellow passengers a dull lot, and but for the collision already mentioned, found the trip up the rivel' without excitement.
His single entry for a four--day period is "Nothing remarkable." He reached
the mouth of the Cumberland On December 19, and there boarded the enatOT, which he described as a "contemptable [sic] little boat." They proceeded
up the Cumberland reaching Nashville the twenty-first and Gallatin the
next day.
There are no further entries in the diary until April 11 the following year,
the date Bush began his second journey to Texas. Greater interest centers on
this second trip which lasted more than a year. Though his entries are fewer,
they are more informative. Exclusive of one three-and-a-half month period
when he acted as schoolmaster at Melrose, a small settlement between Nacogdoches and San Augustine, Bush continued to be rather itinerant.
The second journey began with a steamboat trip down the Cumberland.
Again, Bush found the trip unexciting and commented only that there were
"frequent stoppages" and U a dull set of passengers." The Embassy took him
to Memphis where he boarded the Magnolia, one of the large packet boats
on the Louisville-New Orleans run.' At New Orleans he boarded a smaller
boat, the Dalman, for the trip up the Red River to Grand Ecore.
Bush arrived in San Augustine April 25, two weeks after he had left Gallatin. After spending a few days with friends, he moved on to Nacogdoches.
There he visited the Adolphus Stemes and may have lived at the Sternes'
home for a few days while he was in town. By this time he had become
familiar with the East Texas area and with some of its leading citizens. He
recorded that he was introduced to Thomas J. Rusk, United States Senator
from Texas, whom he found "rather profane but disposed to be agreeable."
After a short trip to Cherokee and Anderson counties, Bush returned to
Nacogdoches and was in town when Sam Houston spoke at the courthouse
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on June 14. In his diary, Bush gave a lengthy description of Houston at
this time:
At two o'clock I proceeded to the courthouse and after a few
moments a large rather polite and fine looking man about sixty
years old calmly and carelessly walked into the courthouse and
deliberately proceeded to the Judges stand. He wore a large soft
white hat, checked linen coat, nankin pants made after the old
narrow flap style, straight-breasted buff vest, a large black fan
suspended to his side by a red ribbon, altogether wearing an eccentric air.
Bush's summary of the speech follows closely the report in the Nacogdoches
Chronicle! The senator's subject was the building of the railroad to the
Pacific. Houston said that Texas should do everything in its power to see
that the route would go through Texas. Be was critical of the state government for the way in which it had granted charters to a number of railroad
companies who had not complied with the terms of their charters and urged
that these charters be revoked.·
On this second trip Bush also became a book dealer of sorts. The slavery
controversy was raging throughout the nation at this time, and BUsh had
brought with him from Tennessee a number of copies of one of the popular
scriptural defenses of slavery written by Josiah Priest.' Bush does not record
how many copies he sold, but he does mention that he won usubscribers."
The book sold for two dollars and fifty cents.
Possibly in no other period than in the middle years of the nineteenth century has Independence Day been so festively celebrated by Americans.
Whether East Texans observed July 4 in a different manner than in the
states east of the Mississippi is an unanswered question. At any rate Bush
thought the celebration at Melrose merited a lengthy description. The celebration actually took place at Sand Hill, a small church community three
miles from Melrose. It consisted of a barbecue and dance.
Upon arriving my attention was attracted by something resembling a pavillion. Circus of course entered my head immediately. I
summoned courage sufficient to draw nigh unto it when I found
that it was only awning from a platform that had been erected for
the "unterrified" to dance on. The platform was made of pine flooring plank and was in lengths about thirty feet and in width about
twenty feet. The awning was made of cotton baleing (this being
a cotton county). A little farther I observed a prospect to add to
the comforts of the inner man through long tables and the pit in
which the barbecuing was done forming a hol1ow square and a table
in the center on which the meats and other provisions were to be
deposited and furnished as the necessity of the case required, around
which quite a number of the good women of the Vicinity were engaged in f1fixing things." 1 returned to the crowd to pass off time
and see what was to be seen. Read a chapter in human nature etc.
as there was to be no reading of the Declaration nor anything of
the kind except a manifestation of freedom by a free use of shake
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of the foot. This was the only plan to pursue, but aU being anxious
for the merry dance to commence and equally inclined to partake
of the repast, dinner was announced quite early and they pitched
in seeming to say it ain't deep, and with the help of a gentle shower
it passed off without any fainting. I acted quite modestly. Stood
off but was finany kindly provided fare and one thing that I never
met with at an occasion of the kind before was coffee "or corse""
I took a cup hot as fire could make it and the sun coming down on
me almost as hot, but I got through.
In a short time music was brought to bare and those strictly
unterrified pitched in two for a dime. The thing was fairly up and
in a short time many were anxious but unable to get into the excitement and will here state that it was the most complete miXed crowd
1 ever saw. After a few sets the favorite perfume was [sic] brought
to bare, that is, cinamon drops, all getting so happy that they who
could not get in the dance hummed after the fiddle and patted their
feet. Some calling on others to hold their babies, hats, bonnets, etc.
whilst they danced a set with a man with store clothes etc. etc.

Bush said that he left toward the evening but learned the next day that
the celebration went on until the morning hours.
Good health was indeed a hard-won prize a century ago. One needs only
to read some accounts of the great cholera epidemics of the 1830's and
1840's to realize the toU that all but forgotten diseases of today cost our
ancestors. But at a time when the germ theory was largely unknown, when
pharmacology was speculative if not sheer quackery, the rather common
ailments of our own day could bring long illnesses. Bush was a young man
at the time. He spent a great deal of time out-of-doors, and if he abused
his health in some way it is not apparent in his diary. Yet, from the middle
of July until his return to Tennessee the following May, there are constant
references in his journal to his bad state of health. From Bush's symptomsfever, chills, and an upset stomach~ne would diagnose his malady as
malaria. It was a common enough ailment in East Texas, and the sovereign
remedy was quinine. Bush also tried emetics, but his physician counseled
against them. For his upset stomach, Bush took Seidlitz powders, effervescing
salts which acted 85 a mild cathartic. His first bout with malaria seems to
have been the worst. He first complained of being unwell on July 12, and it
was not until July 22 that he felt well enough to walk about town. The
illness never left him entirely while he was in Texas. He continued to com·
plain of chills and fever through the winter, and a week's sickness in early
April may have been decisive in persuading him to return to Tennessee.
It is apparent from the entries in his diary, that Bush could lay claim to
some education. His style of writing might seem stilted to readers today,
even pretentious, but this is largely a matter of conventions. One may
wince at his comment on seeing a friend at Melrose return home to his
family from Nacogdoches drunk: "Oh foUy! Folly! Where is your terminus?
Oh intemperance, when will you cease to demolish the happiness of the
family circle?" At worse, Bush may be accused of some carelessness in his
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writing. But if his punctuation and spelling is at times faulty, this may be
ascribed to the nature of a diary that was meant only for the eyes of the
diarist and to the hurried jottings made at inconvenient times. Whatever the
level of his education, it was sufficient for him to take up the duties of an
East Texas schoolmaster. Bush opened school on August 1, 1853,at Melrose
with ten pupils. There are few comments in his diary concerning the school,
but it is apparent that his new work-a-day world was not entirely pleasing.
The fonner freedom that he had enjoyed in his movements about the country
was now replaCed by the confining restraints imposed by the tasks of a
schoolmaster in a small East Texas town. Added to this was his continued
illness with malaria. His only comment on his employment came at the end
of his tenn on December 16: 14Th is day ends my engagement at Melrose
and I cannot say that I regret it nor that I regret that I have taken the
lesson that I have just taken."
With his freedom restored, Bush continued his travels about the area. It
is impossible to determine from the diary itself the exact purpose of these
movements. The sale of books seems to have been only a side line. It seems
safer to assume that his principal occupation was that of acting as agent
for the family business in Gallatin. In a separate section of the journal,
under the heading of "Notes due Bush and Sons" he listed amounts owed
and by whom. The sums ranged from $3.30 to $98.03 and totaled $550.60.
However, he continued to show an interest in land. Wherever he traveled he
commented on the appearance of the surrounding countryside. Near Independence in Washington County he found some large fields of cotton. Around
San Augustine he said that land was selling for two dollars an acre flim_
proved." Yet he made no mention of buying land at this time.
In April Bush resolved to return home to Gallatin. He had been spending
some time with friends near Brenham in Washington County and was ill a
week with malaria. On April 10 he wrote that he was becoming livery
anxious to leave this part of the country," and the following day he wrote
that he was "wearied with the sameness of the life I have been living for
some weeks." After receiving a letter from home which cheered him, he
noted on the twelfth that uTime drags more heavily, and I anxiously look
forward to Monday 17th when I intend to cut cable." He left Brenham
April 17 for San Augustine, but due to illness was forced to stop frequently
along the route and did not reach San Augustine until April 25. It was only
on May 4 that he left for Tennessee.
The Bush diary ends with its author's return to Gallatin. Though there
is no mention of a subsequent trip to Texas, Bush returned within two years
and settled permanently at Rusk. In 1856 he was elected mayor of Rusk, and
there are indications that he practiced law there,7 He died at Linn Flat in
Nacogdoches County in 1898.
It is regrettable that Bush did not continue his journal into the politically
crucial years following 1854. Indeed, it is curious how few comments there
are concerning political issues. However, the diary is primarily a travel
journal, and it is possible that Bush did not consider the issues important
enough to enter in his diary. The great fault of the diary is its brevity. Most
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of the entries merely indicate when and where he stopped on his travels.
Nowhere does he mention his primary business in East Texas, and there
are all too few entries which give us clear impressions of the many facets
of East Texas society a century ago. However, Bush can hardly be blamed
for not satisfying the probing curiosity of historians who were never meant
to see his small notebook. With all these shortcomings the Bush diary is
another document of East Texas history which contributes to Our under·
standing of this important period of history.

NOTES
IGeorge Teet was a pioneer settler in the San Augustine area. Be was a
member of the Stephen F. Austin colony and was enrolled among the "Old
Three Hundred" colonists. The Handbook of Texas, Walter Prescott Webb,
et. a!. ed. (Austin, 1952). 11, 719.
'Louis C. Hunter, Suamboats on the Western Rivers (Cambridge 1949),
143.
JSee the issue of June 21, 1853, Stephen F. Austin State College Newspaper Collection.
~In an aside on Houston's speech, the Chronicle pointed an accusing finger
at Jefferson Davis, who was Secretary of War in the Pierce cabinet, charging Davis with thwarting the effort to get the railroad through Texas. This,
it said, would serve his udisunionist" plans. By seeing that the North won
the railroad. he could then Uturn around and cry out that the North gets
everything; and thus by creating an unhallowed excitement, he hopes to
forward his cherished project of dissolving the union!' Ibid.

SBible Defense of Slavery, Or the Origin, History and Fortunes of the
Negro Race (Louisville, 1851).
IlfIO r Corse" is undoubtedly a corruption of au corse, literally strong or
rich coffee. In this case it was coffee laced with brandy.

7See Hattie Joblin Roach, A History of Cherokee County (Dallas, 1934),
132.
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MAPS AND THE DISCOVERY OF TEXASA REEXAMINATION
FORD DIXON

Few American historians have addressed themseJves to the problem of
when and by whom was the coast of Texas discovered. Most have ignored
the actual discovery or simply concluded that it naturally followed the landing of Cortez in Mexico. Others, like Dr. Carlos E. Castaneda of the University of Texas, have assumed that the 1519 map supposedly reflecting the
explorations of Alonso Alvarez Pineda! was the first drawn of the Texas
coastline. In his great study of Spanish Texas, Our Ca.tholic Herita.ge in
Texas, Volume I, Castaneda writes:
The full significance of the Pineda expedition lies in fact, then,
that it was the first to explore and map the coast line of Texas.. ,J
Apparently using Castaneda as a source, writers like Dr. Rupert Norval
Richardson, in his excellent text, Texas, The Lone Star State, have repeated
this assumption.
As early as 1853 when Baron Alexander Von Humbolt discovered and
published the Juan De La Cosa map of 1500 in his Korten deB Neuen Continents und den Namen Amerika,' it became quite clear to the cartographers
of the world that the Gulf of Mexico had been mapped far earlier than had
been suspected. PI"t!vious to 1853, the map found in the Archivo General in
Seville by Martin Navarrete and published in 1832" as the work of Pineda
was considered the first made of the coast of Texas.
In the remaining half century following the publication of the La Cosa
map, three major works appeared that proved the validity of the La Cosa
map and proved conclusively that Pineda was a relatively late comer to the
waters off Texas. In 1889, a respected American historian, Justin Winsor,
published a multivolume study, A Narrative and Critical History of America. In this work, Winsor prints a number of drawings of existing maps, all
created prior to 1519, which cleal'1y and without question show the Gulf of
Mexico.' In the same year, a Swedish explorer and scholar, A. E. Nordenskiold, published a number of drawings of maps existing in archives and
museums in Europe and his personal collection. His work, A Facsimile-Atlas,·
contained the maps Winsor printed with several new additions. One of these
maps was from the 1513 Strasbourg edition of Ptolemy.' Nordenskiold attributed the map to Martin Waldseemuller, a German cleric and cartographer.
In 1892, Henry Harrisse published in Paris the most exhaustive and, to
date, stilI one of the finest examinations of cartography concerning the discovery of North America.
This work, The Discovery of North A-meTica,· painstakingly proves that
no less than five charts and maps, including the maps commonty called
"Cantini tt and "Caneno" first mentioned by Winsor and Nordenskiold, and
the La Cosa map first mentioned by Humbolt, all owe their origin to some
unknown sou Tee. This source, contends Harrisse, is most likely a sailing
chart or a series of sailing charts drawn on an unauthorized Spanish or
Portuguese expedition.
Near the turn of the century, the discovery of a large wall map in the
library of the Wolfegg Castle in Wurtemberg, Germany, electrified the world
of cartography, This map, discovered by Professor Joseph Fischer of the
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United States, was drawn in 1507 by Martin Waldseemuller and was the
first map to bear the name, America} Further, it clearly shows the Gulf of
Mexico.
Following his discovery, Fischer with the aid of Fran Von Wieser, an
authority on the works of WaldseemulJer, published a print of the map.1D In
addition, they wrote an introduction to a facsimile reprint of Waldseemuller's
Cosmogra}Jhie Introductio," In this introduction, they express their opinion
that the author borrowed his knowledge of the New World from the "Cantini"
map mentioned years earlier by Winsor. Nordenskiold, and Harrisse.
The actual discoverer oC the coast of Texas will probably always remain a
mystery. Documentary proof exists that clandestine expeditions commonly
sailed from the ports of Spain, Portugal, and France, eager to follow on the
success of Columbus. As early as 1493, a ship lett Madeira with the tacit
approval of King Manoel of Portugal to investigate the new lands seen by
Columbus.1) These e.'lCpeditions, filled with adventures, apparently reported
few of their discoveries to the authorities. As Harrisse observes:
It is plain that under the circumstances, unlicensed adventurers
eschewed, as much as possible, the localities where they ran the risk
of meeting with caravels sailing under the royal flag, or the points
of the coast already exploited by duly-authorized traders or seafaring men. This would lead them to unknown parts, the secret of
which they kept to themselves, or marked on maps intendej for
their employers. IJ
Rather than first seen by Pineda in 1519, it is most likely that the coast of
Texas was sighted and mapped by a Portuguese or Spanish ship sailing
without royal permission in the period between 1493 and 1500.

NOTES
IA hand drawn copy of this map, copied directly from the original in the
Archivo General in Seville, is located in the J. P. Bryan map collection in
Freeport, Texas. This map collection is considered one of the best private
collections in the state.
JCarlos E. Castaneda, Our Catholic Heritage in Texas, Volume I, p. 12.
JHarrisse says that the La Cosa map was discovered by Baron WalckeDaer and published by Bumbolt. Winsor gives Humbolt the credit for both
discovering and first publishing the map.
·Martin Fernandez de Navarrete, Coleccion de los Viages . . . Madrid,
1825-37.
'Justin 'Vinsor, ed., A Narrative and Critical History of America. (8

vol•., New York, 1884-1889),111, 8.
·Claudius Ptolemaeus, Guide to Geogruph)/. The University of Texas
Library owns a copy of this edition. The Bryan Map Collection contains a
copy of the 1513 map.
7Th.is work was reprinted in English by Heinman Imported Books in 1961.
PJ'here is some scholarly dispute here. The John Carter Brown Library
claims to have an earlier map with the name, "America."
"-here is a copy of this publication in the Bryan Collection.
"Ibid.
IIHenry Harrisse, The Dillcoverv of North America. p. 127.
ulbid., p. 130.
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From the J. P. Bryan Map Collection
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THE RED RIVER RAFr
JUDY W A1'llON

In the United States many of the rivers with natural barriers have defied
navigation. The Red River was no exception, and its unique Great Raft was
the most extensive example of a natural log jam in an American stream.
It was immense in size and extremely difficult to remove.
Theories based. on evidence of the Raft's confonnity and on certain changes

in the regional topography have supplied the knowledge of its fonnation.
The channel of the Red River flows through a valley of alluvial deposit of
a light loamy character, free of rocks, which causes the river banks to be
subject to washing and caving. Since the river originates in the treeless
region of northern Texas, it swells rapidly after prolonged rainy seasons,
which occur quite f:requentIy. Freshets rushing downstream caused the banks
to eave, throwing large numbers of trees into the water to be carried until
they lodged. The trees with heavy roots eventually anchored in the silt of
the river bottom, their upper extremities protruding to snag floating trees
or driftwood. Sand-bars in the river channel also aided in catching deposits.
A collection of debris thus grew in width until it extended across the channel,
then in depth as stream tributaries constantly brought other trees and drift.'
The Raft was not a continuous mass but a series of log jams. As new
collections of drift wedged downstream the upper terminus of a raft grew
leaving open spaces between it and the ne:rl accumulation farther downriver. These rafts continually built upstream, for as time passed the older,
lower log jams decayed and floated downstream, causing new jams.'
Sections ot the raft varied in size and strength. As trees in the accumulations became water-soaked, they sank to the river bottom and other debris
replaced them. The raft, therefore. grew into a solid mass. In certain places
it was sufficiently compact to form a bridge across.'
At one time the Raft extended as far south as Alexand.ria, Louisiana,
where a series of rapids offered an excellent lodging place for drift. Some
theorists contend that the Raft continued to the mouth of the Red River.
retarding the current and creating whirlpools and backwater stagnation
near the junction of the Red and Mississippi rivers. It is certain. however,
that if the Raft once extended through the lower portion of the river, by
1700 the channel to Natchitoches was clear of debris!
The Raft in the Red River impeded navigation and consequently restricted
travel, trade, and the development of the upper basin of the river. Navigation was never entirely impossible, fOr there were always routes around the
barrier through bayous and lakes which lay On either side of the river valley.
These waterways, however. proved quite hazardous because of shallow
water, overhanging trees, narrow passages, and small accumulations of
drift. In addition. the Raft slOWed the flow of water in the river channel, a
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circumstance which caused a build up of silt and resulted in poor drainage.s
This lack of outflow created bayous which contained more volume of water
than did similarly lengthy channels of the Red River. The Raft gradually
blocked the mouths of the bayous draining into the river, and thus the
bayou waters backed up to fonn a series of lakes. Such bordering bodies of
water existed until the Raft was removed, and then the channel of the
river was restored to its original depth.'
Although the date of the first formation of the Raft is unknown, tribes
of Indians knew about the accumulation long before their contact with the
white man. The Natchitoches. Washitas. and Capiciies-Caddoan tribes-were the first to navigate the Red River for trading purposes. They ascended.
the river to the head of the log jam. then skirted each barrier by carrying
their canoes to the next navigable span.'
With the establishment of French and Spanish colonies in the vicinity of
the Red. River, the Raft soon became known to the white man. While seeking
to establish missions on the Neches and Red rivers in 1691, the Spaniard
Domingo Teran de los Rios found the Red River impossible to navigate
because of its narrow width and its great quantity of driftwood. In addition,
he reported that trees which had been uprooted. and carried downstream 81so
impeded navigation.' In the Spring of 1700 Jean Baptiste Le Moyne. Sieur
de Bienville, a brother of the French explorer Pierre Le Moyne, Sian de
Iberville, and Louis de Saint Denis, a French captain of Canadian descent,
ascended the stream to Natchitoches, where they found it impossible to
penetrate further because of the Raft.' Thirteen years later, Saint Denis
again navigated the Red River to Natchitoches, where he carried on trade
with the Indians near the head of the Raft. to Another Frenchman, Bernard
de 18 Harpe, utilized. the marginal bayous above Natchitoches to achieve
greater trading profits. lI
Shortly before the United States acquired the Louisiana Territory, the
French explorer Francois Marie de Lac Perrin ascended the river to DuPont
Bayou, twelve miles above Natchitoches. Several years previous to his
exploration. the Frenchman wrote in his memoirs that boats had navigated
the left branch to avoid the Great Raft which blocked navigation of the
main channel. Now in 1802. even the left fork was obstructed with timber. 12
Two years later, by presidential order, William Dunbar and Dr. George
Hunter explored the Red River and discovered that the Raft blocked the
entire river for more than fiftY-six miles. According to this account, the
log jam, continually augmented "by driftwood brought down by every flood,
[supported] a vegetation of everything abounding in the neighboring forest,
not excepting trees of considerable size.... "'~
It was not until 1805, however, that the first official report on the Raft
was submitted to the United States Government. Writing from Natchitoches
to the War Department, Dr. John Sibley, the Federal Indian Agent at
Natchitoches, stated: If At the upper house [of Campti, about thirty miles
above Natchitoches. b}' the river] the great raft or jam of timber begins;
this raft chokes the main channel for upwards of one hundred miles ... not
[in] one entire jam ... but only at points. . . :'W He found that the lowest
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extremity of the Raft was just about Qlanno Bayou. Boats could ascend the
bayou, which extended only three miles into Lake Bistino. Once ships left
the lake and entered the main channel, however, navigation became impossible, for the Raft blocked passage for twenty-nine miles."
In 1806 President Jefferson, in order to determine something about the
disputed territory popularly known as "No Man's Land"-an extensive
area stretching from a point west of Natchitoches to Sabine Pass and funning indefinitely north~rdered the War Department to send an expedition
up the Red River to map and report important findings. The party was led
by Thomas Freeman, a United States surveyor who had just completed a
survey of the boundary line between the present states of M.ississippi and
Florida. After two months of travel Freeman encountered the first raft,
which he reported to be only forty yards long. The second was somewhat
larger, and the third, composed of red cedar logs one to three feet in diameter, extended nine hundred feet. Upon reaching Leggy Bayou, the expedition found it impossible to continue navigating the river because of the
Great Raft. I.
Twenty-three years later, Dr. Joseph Paxton of Hempstead County,
Arkansas, in a letter to the Congressional delegate from the Territory of
Arkansas, indicated that the lower extremity of the Raft reached Natchitoches. Evidence revealed that the log jam once extended much farther downstream and that the obstruction profoundly modified the entire course o'f
the Red River through Louisiana." The reports of the Corps of Topographical Engineers and of the Department of War subsequently, included frequent
and complicated descriptions of these natural barriers. In 1852, on his second trip to the Texas area, Captain Randolph B. Marcy explored the headwaters of the Red River and reported that the Great Raft extended from
where the arid prairies of the Texas plains met the wooded regions of the
northern border, to the chain of lakes that rimmed the river channel."
One of the best accounts was that of E. A. Woodruff, Chief of Engineers,
who directed the final removal of the rafts in 1872-73. Woodruff related
that the rafts were composed, of "trees which have been exposed on some
sand bar to the sun of one Or more low water seasons!' The "principal bulk
of the whole raft," he continued, "was cottonwood."'· In time the Raft, continually creeping downstream, would have disappeared. But the process of
disintegration was too slow to satisfy the demands of a rapidly increasing
American population attracted by the fertility of the area above the Raft.»
At a time when most of the larger rivers of the United States served as
highways of development, the Red River was unnavigable because of its log
jams. Canoes, pi rogues, keelboats, and small steamboats maneuvered around
the barriers, but the increase in the number and size of river vehicles added
to the necessity for the removal of the Raft."
Realizing the potential of the river, steamboat owners and cotton planters,
who suffered constant flooding of their fields, proposed governmental consideration of a project to :remove the barrier. As early as 1825 the Arkansas
legislature requested Congress to secure passage of the upper Red River.
Ordered by General Winfield Scott, commander of the western department

East Texas Historical Journal

107

of the Army, Captain George Birch detailed, twenty-five men from Fort
Jessup to destroy the barrier. After careful observation, however, the soldiers recognized the impossibility of their mission and did little more than
report their findings. D
Three years later Dr. Paxton advanced several economic and strategic
reasons for removal of the Raft. The people of the region, he wrote, wanted
Ute reclamation of more than four hundred square miles of choice farmland, the prevention of flooding of additional fertile acreage, and the opening
of the river for navigation. If these aims were accomplished, new settlers
would be attracted to the reclaimed lands. D Paxton's letter reached Congress
three months after an appropriation of $25,000 had been authorized, not for
raft destruction as he had recommended, but for a preliminary survey of
a passage around the jams Utrough bayous and lakes.)!
Yet there had. been enough pressure in favor of removal to effectuate
definite plans. In 1832 the people of Arkansas urged Congress to eliminate
the natural barrier so that boats might ascend to the neWly established Fort
Towson, located on the river north of Clarksville, Texas. During four months
of the year there was sufficient water for steamboats to navigate this section, but the Raft prevented settlement of the country above it. A congressional resolution in February, 1834, authorized Henry M. Shreve, a steamboat captain who was superintendent of the Corps of Engineers at Louisville, to clear the river.:tII
Shreve. determined to remove the Raft, devised two battering-ram types
of steam craft for the project and began work in May, 1833, at Campti.16
At first he advanced rapidly. for he found the Raft rotten and easy to displace. As he progressed up t1J.e river, however, Shreve discovered that the
newer regions of the Raft were much more difficult to dislodge, and it
became necessary to resort several times to the digging of canals across
sharp bends of the river. The construction of these channels made the task
of displacing the longer jam around each fork in the stream unnecessary,
diverted the flow of the Red River, enhanced the current in the river channel,
and provided depository areas for the removed debris of the Raft. Besides
cutting across bends Shreve choked the mouths of the marginal bayous with
great quantities of drift, hoping to restore the original water depth in the
river ehannel.Z7
After a year the steamboat captain had removed seventy-one miles of
the Raft to the location of the Caddo Agency. He had found the Raft to
consist of fifty-six separate sections spanning collectively one-third of the
length of the river from Campti. Shreve reported that the logs, averaging
twenty· five feet in depth, were solid to the river bottom in a number of
places. There were, however, according to an estimate, seventy miles of
river still to be cleared. Each succeeding year of work proved much more
difficult, for during the seasons Shreve did not work on removal, drift materials continued to accumulate. The operation took five years to complete.
When finished, Shreve had opened the Red River for navigation to Fort
Towson, 720 miles above its mouth.-

108

East Texas Historical Journal

The elimination of the Great Raft immediately affected the Red River
Valley. Newly-drained, fertile soil afforded prime land for cultivation and
settlement. Steamboats plied the river, transporting settlers and merchandise into the region and produce out of it.

Foreseeing that the rafts (now termed in the plural since Shreve successfully removed what had been known as the Great Raft would continue
to form until the bed of the Red was sufficiently deepened and its banks
cleared of timber, Shreve proposed that the War Department maintain a
boat to keep the river free of debris and that the trees along the river
banks be cleared. These suggestions were not approved, however, and for
the next forty years sections of the once Great Raft continued to fonn,
necessitating additional removal operations. Nevertheless, the Great Raft
had been destroyed."
Only four months after Shreve completed his work a new jam 2,300 feet
long fonned three miles below the head of the old dam. Each succeeding
freshet added its quota to the raft, until by 1841 it had reached twenty miles
in length. When dredging could not completely remove the obstacle, Congress
appropriated $75,000 and assigned a government engineer, Captain Thomas
Taylor Williamson, to reopen the main channel. Williamson had the authority to make cuts across certain river bends, as had Shreve, for storage of
new raft material as it floated downstream. Although the Louisiana legislature also sanctioned this action, opposition from planters fearing inundation caused Williamson to abandon the project in January, 1844.:lD A limited
effort continued for another year under Captain Thomas B. Linnard, a
member of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, but his failure to receive
necessary appropriations terminated all clearing operations On the Red
River.J1
Before the close of 1843, a new raft accumulated just two miles above
the point where the previous jam had occurred, and by 1854, it extended
thirteen miles. It seemed now that the river would always have jams and
that even the Anny would be unable to prevent them without exorbitant
expenditures. In 1855 the government sent a surveyor to examine the raft
region and suggest a procedure necessary to restore adequate navigational
facilities. Congress appropriated $160,000 for the survey, but the project
was never completed.. During the next fifteen years several privately financed
efforts were made to open steamboat tolI routes around the barrier, but
these canals also became choked with logs. The Civil War suspended all federal plans for opening the river, and raft formations continued unchecked.»
By 1872 an obstruction measuring thirty miles had advanced within five
miles of the Arkansas border and bad greatly impaired navigation below
Sh.reveport. Lieutenant E. A. Woodruff of the United States Army Engineers
Corps then began the third government attempt -to remove the raft. The
use of nitroglycerin hastened the progress of his work, and within a year
he had reached the head of the raft. Although Woodruff destroyed the barrier
and opened navigation to Fulton, Arkansas, 176 miles above Shreveport, he
did not eliminate the causes of the rafts' accumulation. Log jams formed
immediately, only to be broken up by the government boats, both state and
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federal, which were to maintaiD passage. The operations of 1872-73 caused
a significant reduction in the amount of water being diverted from the
regular channel into the bordering lakes and bayous. By 1893 much of the
land previously a part of these marginal bodies was under cultivation, and
thousands of acres of productive soil bad been drained and reclaimed. Today,
the Red River, though seldom navigated, flows through the valley below
Fulton completely raft--free.J:1
The year 1873 marked the final removal of the rafts, but oratory, political
agitation, and ('logrolling" kept the project very much alive before Congress
and its committees from 1872 to 1913-more than forty years. Practically
every Congress from the 42nd to the 62nd had the issue of improving the
waterway presented to it, and more than half of them made appropriations
for that purpose. Funds specifically for channel maintenance continued to
be appropriated until 1882; thereafter, congressional sums provided for the
construction of levees, the elimination of debris, and the closure of outlets.
For eighty years the expenditures on the river below Fulton amounted, to
$2.784.687."
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TEXAS IN 1822: A FEW OBSERVATIONS
edited by
MARlLYN MCADAMS SlBLEY

A man identified only as J. C. L. wrote to the American Farmer on December 10, 1822, telling some of his observations made in Texas the previous summer. 1 Although the letter gives few clues to the 'writer's identity, he was
probably James Chambers Ludlow, son of Israel Ludlo\\', a prominent land
speculator who helped found Cincinnati, Ohio, and for whom the town of
Ludlow, Kentucky was named. Israel, a surveyor, had built Ludlow Station,
now in Cincinnati, as a frontier outpost about 1795. He brought his bride,
Charlotte Chambers, there in 1797, and the following year their son, James
Chambers, was born.)
According to a brief biographical sketch, James Chambers Ludlow was
six feet three inches tall, well educated for his time, and spent his youth
in the wilderness among Indians and wild beasts.J Other sources show that
he was in Franklin, Missouri, in 1820-1821 at the time Moses and Stephen
Fuller Austin were in that area planning their Texas venture. By the spring
of 1822 Ludlow was back in Cincinnati and closely associated with his kinsman, Nicholas Clopper, who was making plans to join the Austin colony.
Clopper and a party of family and close friends left Cincinnati on April 9,
1822, and traveled by water to the Texas coast. It was their understanding
that another family group would follow them! The unidentified J .. C. L.
arrived in Texas in the same season as the Cloppers, traveled by the same
means, and concentrated his efforts on the same area. Be explored Matagorda Bay, which he knew by the older name of San Bernardo, visited
Galveston Bay, and made some interesting observations about the Coushatta
Indians along the Trinity River. James Chambers Ludlow definitely accompanied Clopper on a journey to Texas in 1826/ and in August of that year
joined four other men in petitioning Stephen F. Austin to found a town on
Matagorda Bay. As Ludlow was described then as having "explored the
country,'"' it seems likely that he also accompanied Clopper on the 1822 trip
and was the J. C. L. who wrote to the American Farmer.
After the 1826 visit Ludlow lost interest in Texas, possibly because he
had suffered severely from the fevers endemic to the Gulf coast during the
summer. Thereafter, although he held Texas lands until his death, his career
centered at Cincinnati. where he had inherited considerable property and
had become prominent in business and civic circles. In 1832 he built the
Hall of Free Discussion, better known as Ludlow Hall, and dedicated it
lito the interest of education, literature, and religion." About the same time
he became a leader in the abolitionist movement in Ohio, serving as presi·
dent of the Ohio Anti-Slavery Society and encouraging James G. Birney in
the publication of the Philanthropist. Ludlow's fervor for abolition made him
unpopular in some circles. Once he was publicly warned that his activity
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was hurting his city, and again, when a mob destroyed Birney's printing
press, he feared that his home would also be attacked}
Ludlow married Josephine C. Dunlop, and was the father of eight children, five daughters and three sons, the last of whom was born the year
before his death on August 15, 1841. A few years after his death, his eldest
daughter, Sarah Bella, married Salmon P. Chase, another leader in the
Ohio abolitionist movement and later a prominent member of Abraham
LincolnJs cabinet.'
U J. C. L. was indeed James Chambers Ludlow, the following letter is an
interesting memento of his years in the wilderness before he became a
prosperous businessman and a crusader against slavery.
To the Editor of the American Farmer:
Montague, Dee. 10, 1822

VEGETABLE AND ANIMAL PRODUCTIONS OF TEXAS.
Dear Sir,-Having perused with considerable interest, a few numbers of
your valuable paper, it induces me to send you SOme observations made
during an excursion to the Southward, last summer. Parts of the months
of May, June and July, I was exploring the Province of Texas, where I
observed a variety of new (to me) vegetable productions; and many others,
with which I was acquainted-but, the luxuriant difference of their growth,
owing to the more congenial temperature of the Texas atmosphere, PI'Oduced so astonishing a change, as afforded me almost as much gratification
as the discovery of a new species. I particularly remarked the prickly pear,
which grows abundantly, bordering the coast of the Gulph, and around the
bay of St. Bernards [Bernardo] [Matagorda].' One stalk I measured, was
four and a half feet in height; a staunch trunk, apparently formed of the
leaves. but grown thick and strong in the requisite proportion, to support
the new productions that projected from around it in great numbers; some
of which, were quite 12 inches, on the middle leaves or branches. Blossoms
were putting forth, one of which appeared to have arrived at maturity,
measured about 4 inches in length. A Mr. Vance, with whom I conversed,
and who had spent the last six Or eight years in the different provinces of
Mexico, infonned me that ill..Province (where he contemplated spending the remainder of his life,) it arrived to much greater
perfection than in Texas--so much SOJ that he intended trying the experiment of enclosing his fields with it by digging a small trench, and setting
the largest and most flourishing leaves with their edges in contact with
each other. He felt satisfied, that in less than three years, it would fonn a
barriel' impregnable to either man or beast; and from the growths I saw, I
have full faith in the correctness of his theory.
Bordering the streams, I observed a great variety of grapes. One species,
on the last of May, were about the size of the Madeira grape, although it
was quite a month previous to their ripenjng--consequently, I could form
no opinion of their quality. I am satisfied they do not partake of the Fox
species, the vine and leaf being quite different. Another production of the
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country, which I much admired, was the running rose. (1 believe it is also
a native of Louisiana.) It blooms early in the season, producing a blossom
very similar to the Burgundy rose; but its running is the most astonishing
quality relative to it. One stalk I saw, was quite 30 feet in length. Many
of the inhabitants of Louisiana have them planted at one comer of their
dwelling, and by being careful to nail them up as their length increases,
they will in time have a living wreath around their residence; which, when
in bloom., forms a most beautiful appearance.
In my excursions through the country, I visited several tribes of Indians.
Some of them appear to have many of the habits and customs of civilized
life-for instance, their living in well built cabins, cultivating the soil,
rearing cattIe, and horses, etc. etc. On visiting the Conchetta [Coushatta]
tribe," residing on the waters of the Trinity, I was much astonished to
observe some customs among them. which appear to me to be of a religious
origin. The green com dance, or, feast of the tirst fruits, appears very similar
to some of the laws and regulations resembling Jews"-and the respect
with which the custom is venerated, and the tenacity with which they adhere
to all the minutiae of its forms, will be proven by the following occurrence:
After traversing for some days through a region destitute of inhabitants,
either aborigines or emigrants, I arrived at an Indian habitation, and with
great pleasure, observed a field of corn adjoining the hut, which appeared
to be just in perfection for eating. After the usual introduction of shaking
hands, and a few enquiries relative to my further route. I made application
for the purchase of some new corn, although I observed the squaws preparing
a dish of fish and beans to set before me. yet being a great lover of young
corn. and it so great a rarity. I persevered in my application, and which
appeared to produce some weighty consultation. Not before j.aving any
difficulty in conveying my ideas, which were all by signs, I concluded they
were either very stupid, or were determined not to understand me-but to
place the matter beyond being misunderstood, I tore an ear from its stalk
and laid down some silver, and desired six ears for it. A boy, after some
hesitation, was despatched for them. I directly placed one by their fire to
roast, which was immediately opposed by the whole family, with some
warmth. It then struck me, there was some superstitious reaSOn for opposing
it. I desisted, but taking some fire with me for the purpose of forming one
near the door, (where there was abundance of fuel,) but in that I was again
disappointed-the same objection was raised as before. I was then handed
some spunk, steel and flint, to strike tire for myself-the day then was
fast declining, and wishing to reach the village six miles further, I declined
their offer, and after partaking of their beans and making some presents to
the boys, I departed, and reached the town previous to sun down; where we
were kindly received. I was pleased to find one of the natives, who spoke a
little bad English. The king, and a number of others assembled on seeing
us arrive, and we were solicited to partake of whatever they had-but determining not to burden them. as their provision was scarce, I directed my
comrade to prepare supper; and the COrn which had been brought on, was
accordingly prodUced for the purpose of cooking-J observed it produced
the same agitation and excitement. as at the place where we procured it.
After some private talk among themselves, the one who spoke English,

•

•
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came forward with a request from the king, that the corn would not be
eaten in their village then; that it was an established custom among them,
(and deemed almost sacrilegious to act otherwise)-not to eat their new
corn, until the "CORN DANCE" was over. The third ensuing day it was to
take place, and would continue two, three, Or four days, according to the
determination of the heads of the tribe, when assembled. Contemplating to
remain two days among them to rest our horses, we thought it best policy
to comply with their request.
On a water excursion in the Bay of St. Bernard, [Bernardo] [Lavaca]
I saw several singular animals, somewhat resembling the fresh water soft
shell Turtles, from 12 to 30 inches diameter. Being ignorant of their dangerous qualities. I attempted to seize several by the tails, and was some time
within an inch of succeeding j on relating this circumstance when I retu.rned
on board the ship, Dr.
-., who had been a resident some time on
the coast, informed me. I might thank my stars I did not succeed in graJr
piing one j that they possessed a poisonous quality, by inflicting a wound
with the tail, which produced almost instantaneous death. but with the most
excruciating pain. He had been witness of its effects but a short time previous, in the person of a young stranger; the wound was inflicted in the
palm of the hand, which appeared to affect the system similar to the bite
of the Rattle snake, but was more rapid and certain in its progress. It is
of the species called stinging Bat, vulgarly called the 'Sting-a-Ree: I did
not put full faith in the Doctor's statement, until it was confirmed by indisputable authority, and then, rest assured, I felt very grateful for my escape.
Their appearance in water is similar, at a little distance (as before stated)
to the Turtle. On a nearer view, the head and its posteriors resemble the
Bat with extended wings. On moving through the water, they wave the
sides of their apparent shells, which propels them through the water, together
with the aid of three feet; the tails appear to be about one third of the
length of the body, near the root of which, project the stings resembling cock
spurs, and very brittle; decreasing in length to the termination of the tail.'J
When the wound is infticted the sting breaks off, leaving the broken part in
the wound. This latter account is on the authority of others.
Yours respectfully,
J. C. L.

NOTES
IBis letter appeared in American Farmer, IV (February 14.. 1823). 375.
~Edward

N. Clopper, An American Family (Cincinnati: 1950), 30, 422.

lBionraphical Encyclopaedia of Ohio of the Nineteenth Century (Cincinnati
and Philadelphia: 1876),488.
4Clopper, American Family, 98, 104.
'Ibid., 128-130.
'Eugene C. Barker (ed.), The Austin Papers (3 vols., Washington, D.C.:
American Historical Association, 1919-1922; and Austin: 1926), II, 13951397, 1436.
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7Clopper, American Family, 279-280 i and Betty FJadeJand, Janle8 Gillespie
Birney: Slaveholder to Abolitionist (Ithaca, N.Y.: 1955), 138 .

'Clopper. American FamilJ/, 340, 332 i Biographical Encyclopaedia 0/
Ohio, 488.
'The old Spanish name of San Bemardo originally referred to a coastal
area but later applied more specifically to Lavaca Bay. Walter P. Webb
(ed), Ths Handbook 01 Texas (2 vols.; Austin: 1952), II. 548-549.
*I'he Coushatta Indians followed the closely related Alabamas to Texas
from the Southern United States in the early nineteenth century, settling
on the banks of the Trinity River. The Alabama-Coushattas now occupy an
Indian reservation in Polk County, the only such reservation in Texas.
Ibid., I, 19-21. J. C. L. was following the old Indian trail that led from the
mouth of the Trinity River to Nacogdoches and which became known as
the Alabama Trace in the first quarter of the nineteenth century.
lIThe idea that the American Indians were related to the Jews was a
favorite one of some nineteenth-century writers. For example, see Henry
Ker, T",avels through the Western Interior of the United States . .. (Elizabethtown, N.Y.: privately printed, 1816).
11J. C. L. gives a good description of the stingray, of the family DaSYlJr
tidae, that is still a hazard to bathers along the Gulf coast from Florida
to Texas. Although the sting is not as invariably fatal as he implies, it is
extremely painful and is as dangerous as the bite of a poisonous snake.
That he was unfamiliar with the stingray indicates that he was not at all
familiar with the Southern Gulf coast region.
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WILLIAM EDWARD BAILEY:
GEORGIA PLANTER AND EAST TEXAS FARMER
JOHN N.

CRAVENS

William Edward Bailey II, the subject of this study, was born in Wilkinson County, Georgia. on January 11, 1814. 1 His grandfather was born in
Ireland; his father, also named William Edward Bailey, was born in North
Carolina and moved to South Carolina and later to Georgia; and his mother
was born in Georgia.' The younger \Villiam Edward Bailey's parents must
have lived a very simple life as shown by the fact Uley refused to ride in
the seats of the surrey their son had purchased because of a fear of falling
out and getting hurt. During the remainder of their lives the couple sat on
the floor when riding in the surrey.~
Several of his descendants say that W. E. Bailey, who had received little
formal education, could hardly sign his name but depended on his wife in
later years to read the Calhoun County, Georgia, newspaper to him. He was
extremely good in arithmetic, particularly concernjng his own finances. The
United States Tenth Census O'f 1880 states that Bailey could neither read
nor write:
Bailey was married three times. In 1839, he married Miss Sarah Sutton
of Calhoun County, Georgia, where he then lived. His wife died shortly after
their child was born. In 1849, he married Miss Elizabeth Hutto who lived
near his home and one child was born to them. Aiter his second wife died,
Bailey married Mrs. Indiana Cherry Moore who lived at Bainbridge, Delta,
now Decatur, County, Georgia.s Her parents were both born in North Carolina.' Indiana Cherry was born October 21 Or 22, 1830. 7 Ten children were
bom to this couple: John L. Bailey was born August 7, 1854; William E.
Bailey, III, August 25, 1856 j and Henry Bailey, September 25. 1858; Bryant
Omar Bailey was born January 22, 1860; Mary Emma Bailey Lane, July
31, 1861; Benany Bailey was born November 20, 1863; Charley D. Bailey,
June 29, 1865; Eli Bailey was born March 14, 1867; Lot Bailey, July 30,
1869; and Luke Bailey, November 11, 1871.'
In 1860. W. E. Bailey owned a 250-acre plantation, worth $5000 at Morgan. Calhoun County, Georgia. There he made a good living through the
use of slaves by growing cotton, corn. sweet potatoes, peas. beans, and
raising horses, mules, hogs, and sheep, The Eighth Census of 1860 showed
Bailey owning 150 acres of improved land, 100 acres of unimproved land,
$100 worth of farm implements, one horse, four jacks and mules, twenty
head of milch-eows and fifty head of other cattle, fifty sheep and thirty-five
hogs. The total value of his livestock was $1500. In the year ending
Ju.ne 1, 1860, Bailey had raised 1200 bushels of com and ginned twentyeight bales of cotton. Also he had produced one hundred pounds of wool,
twenty bushels of peas and beans, thirty bushels of sweet potatoes. and two
hundred pounds of butter and had slaughtered $750 worth of fann animals.'
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W. E. Bailey believed in maintaining the family unit among his slaves.
Each family was allowed a separate house and the members of a household
were responsible for its maintenance. He made it a practice to check the
living quarters of his slaves each Sunday morning Bnd to see to it that each
family had cleaned the hoase, had bathed, and put on clean cJoUles. The
story is told that one Sunday morning he found one family not following
his regulations. Immedia"'ly he personally took part in the hathing of
several of the slave children. He did not ration the food to his slaves but
maintained a central kitchen with cooks and fed aU the enslaved together.
As usual his slave quarters were located around the home of the master.
Bailey employed an overseer to carry on the work of his Georgia plantation. Another story is told that shortly before the Civil War began, he
sent his overseer with several of the slaves to town to purchase some supplies. When they arrived in town, the overseer became drunk and killed
Bailey's favorite slave. Several of the slaves reached home before the overseer and told their master about the murder. Bailey and his wife Indiana
stayed up until the overseer, who boarded with the family, returned home.
After the murderer went to bed, Bailey and his wife went into the room
occupied by the overseer to find out the particulars. The overseer jumped
out of bed and attempted to get his gun out of a crevice in the loghouse wall.
Mrs. Bailey beat the man to his gun and held it on him until the officers
came. Soon the Civil War came and the overseer was sent to serve in the
Confederate Army.Bailey and his family were residing at Morgan, Calhoun County, Georgia,
when the Civil War started in 1861. During this conflict he moved farther
south in Georgia because he felt that his property in slaves and other valuables would be safer there. II Bailey was forty-seven years of age in 1861
and eventually became eligible for Confederate conscription. The law of the
Confederate States of America, like that of the United States, allowed
draftees to hire a substitute or send a SOn or other relative in his place.
His oldest son, John L. Bailey, who was only eleven years of age, went to
the service in his father's place. Since the boy was too young to bear arms
and serve as a regular soldier, he was assigned to work for a commission
firm that held a contract to furnish the Confedera"'. with fresh meat. The
son's job was to drive cattle to feed the Confederate Arrny.IJ
W. E. Bailey lost heavily from the emancipation of the slaves by the
Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. A grandson said
that Bailey had to free between eighty and ninety slaves. This loss which
hurt him financially was, to a great extent, the reason for his decision to
come to Texas. 11 Bailey's wife Indiana grieved until the end of her life
about this great financial loss in slaves."" Bailey himself was quite philosophical about the loss of a slave, horse, or cow. When informed of a loss, be
would reply, "Only those who have may lose.JJ11 The Bailey family was not
quite broke as a result of the Civil War (or Indiana, for a number of
years, carried around her waist an undergannent money belt filled with
gold. The weight of the money was believed by Mrs. Bailey to have caused
her to be crippled for the remainder of her life."
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Shortage of a labor supply caused farm lands in the Old South to drop
in value. In 1869, Bailey sold his lands in Georgia and moved in wagons to
eastern Texas. Prior to making his final decision to locate in East Texas,
he visited in the northern, central, and western parts of the state. He rode
horseback from near present day Wells to Dallas and found that good land
could be purchased for two dollars an acre but he did not like the gyp water
and the shortage of timber there. Dallas at that time had a few small
wooden store buildings. While trying to make a final decision about the
permanent location of a home, Bailey and his entire family camped for six
months to a year on a site on or near Ute present home of Anna Bailey
Cochran near Wells. 17 He decided that East Texas was the most desirable
Texas location because of the abundance of timber with which to build
houses and rail fences, and Wiley Hester, a neighbor and relative, says he
bought land from Jim Bowman in the Crossroads community for ten cents
an acre. 1I Bailey also purchased land in Nacogdoches and Trinity counties,
but ,built his loghouse home two or three miles north of present day Wells in
the Crossroads community. In East Texas Bailey was a successful farmer
and stockman. Although cotton was his staple crop, he planted a large
acreage of corn for feeding his livestock. Bailey raised cattle, hogs, horses,
and mules. He was noted for keeping the finest breeding jacks, even better
than his oldest son John kept later. There is a story that once a jenny from
the Bill Bonner plantation in Angelina County was on the loose and came
up into the Crossroads community and was bred by Bailey'S fine jack. The
offspring developed into one of the finest jacks that had ever been seen
in that part of the county.1t In 1870, at the age of 57, he was still active in
carrying on farm work, and his oldest son, sixteen-year-old John L., helped
him in the field that year. The younger children, William E. III, age fourteen, Henry, age twelve, Bryant Omar, age ten, and Mary Emma, age nine,
worked on the farm but also attended school and each learned to read but
not write. The other two children living at the time were Eli, age four, and
Lot, age one. At this time Bailey valued his estate at $2000 and the estate
of his wife at $1000.~
Ten years later, in 1880, Bailey, then 66, was still living on his Crossroads
farm. His son, John 1-, had married and was living On an adjoining farm
with his wife, Alma Lane, age twenty-two, and daughter Mary Emma, less
than a year old. William E. Bailey, m, age twenty-three, was married to
Sophia Hellenkamp, age eighteen. This SOn was living on a farm in the
northern part of Angelina County. C. Sidney Lane, later a dry goods
merchant at Wells and a brother of Alma Lane, was married to Mary Emma
Bailey, age eighteen. Henry and B. Ornnr, Eli and Lot, still single and
living at home, worked as field hands on their father's place.~l
In 1880 On his Crossroads property W. E. Bailey built a gin, which he
moved to Forrest in 1885; and the gin continued to serve the Wells and the
southern Cherokee County cotton fanners for many years. Most of the
labor necessary for the operation of the gin was done by Bailey's sons.
The gin was propelled by three pair of oxen. Each pair was tied together
with ropes and simply walked forward on a treadmill of an endless belt
partly underground which caused the master wheel to turn the machinery
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of the gin.'Z2 The gin did a good day's work if two bales of cotton were
ginned and baled. The pressing of the cotton was done by the feet of the
workers. At that time cotton seeds were considered valueless and farmers
did not even carry them home. This resulted in huge piles of seeds being
left around the gin.» So slow was the ginning that at times it was necessary
for cotton growers to store their seed cotton in stalls at the gin. In 1883
Wiley Hester had his first bale of cotton of the season stored there waiting
to be ginned when fire partially destroyed the gin along with all the stored

cotton.Sol
W. E. Bailey became known as Judge Bailey. How he earned this title
is in dispute. Perhaps the most feasible reason for the title was because he
served for a time as justice of the peace;25 however, Wiley Bester believes
that Bailey received the title of judge because of his skill in judging horses.On the other hand Eugent Bailey, a grandson, says that his grandiather
received the title of judge because he would sit under a tree in his yard
and listen to his neighbors who had grievances against each other. The
disputes we,re often settled by Judge Bailey even though he had no commission to serve in that capacity.v Another instance which shows his concern
with the problems of the people of the Wells and the Crossroads communities,
involved a Negro living in the community who was sent to the penitentiary
for beating one of his children to death. The wife of the convicted man gave
her other children to various people in the community to rear because she
had no way to support them. Bailey took three of the children, Neill, Tone
and Het Moore, to rear. Bailey told Neill that if he would stay with him
until grown that he would give him a home and an acre of land. Moore
stayed with Bailey and receiVed the property as promised, and owned the
place for many years.a The Moore children played with the Bailey children
and with Wiley Hester and other white children of the neighborhood when
they visited the Bailey home. Neill became a large man of yellow complexion. He worked at Bailey's gin as well as in the field with the Bailey
boys and with other workers. Tone and Bet remained on the Bailey farm
and worked for Bailey after they grew up.Jt The Moore children were fed
at the same table as the rest of the Bailey family but after the whites had
finished eating. Neill visited Omar Bailey's home many times afterwards,
and he was always welcomed by Bailey.- Later, when Moore moved to Tyler
to live, Kemp Davidson, a local merchant foreclosed on the Moore property.'\
W. E. Bailey kept a horse saddled in front of his house all the daylight
hours of every day, for he did not know where he might need to check on
his stock. In the Angelina River bottom in Cherokee and Nacogdoches
counties, he owned many cattle which required attention. He would give two
dollars a head to a son who would bring a wild cow to a corral.
Especially after Bailey began to get old, he would sit on his front porch
and invite people to come in to talk and trade horses. He obtained as much
information as possible from the conversationalist but revealed nothing
about his own business. A story is told of a boy from Jasper County who
came by Bailey's house riding a fine looking horse. Bailey traded him
another horse which would take the heaves after some exercise. Nothing
was said about the ailment of the horse and the boy also paid Bailey seven
dollars boot. The boy rode the newly acquired horse a few miles and bad
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reached. Bill CherrYs home before the horse was stricken with an attack
of the heaves. The boy began to cry about his bad bargain. Cherry, in
sympathy with the boy, asked Bailey to trade back with the boy. Bailey
finally agreed to trade back but kept the seven dollars. J2
\Vhen Bailey and his wife became old, they made arrangements with their
son Henry [Chin] to take care of them. Chin remained a bachelor until he
was about fifty years old when he married Miss Callie Bailey who was not
closely related. Chin was to take care of his parents and receive their home
and more than five hundred acres of land at their death. Bailey also gave a
similar-valued acreage to each of his other nine children. The amount of
land given to £.ach child varied because of the difference in the value of the
land and not to favoritism. He also gave each child five hundred dollars
in gold when he and Indiana broke up housekeeping. Later his widow,
Indiana, gave each of the children an additional five hundred dollars in
gold. JJ
In the latter part of his life Bailey thought much about religion and
joined the Baptist Church at Forest. He was baptized in the Larrison Creek
near the old water-mill north and west of the present town of Forest. The
Reverend Jeff Rhodes, the pastor of the Forest Baptist Church, officiated.
Bailey's baptism must have drawn a large crowd, and the neighbors came
in their wagons and buggies, with the dogs or each family coming along.
Wiley Hester tells the story that shortly after the baptizing was over and
the new convert was changing into dry clothing in a tent, a dogfight took
place, and the dogfight vied with the baptism in the conversation of the
community; and in fact Hester is of the opinion that many people remembered the dogfight better than they did the baptism.'" Bailey was provoked
that his dressing prevented him from seeing and enjoying the entire fight.
The last three years of W. E. Bailey's life were marked by failing health.
Before this time, he had never had a physician to see him professionally
and it was said that he had never complained except to murmur llThy wi1l
be done." Several weeks before his death he contracted grippe which developed into pneumonia. Be died at his Wells home on February 21, 1899,
at the age of 85 years.:t5
The winter of 1898-1899 was one of the coldest winters of the century
and creeks froze over in East Texas. Because of bad weather the funeral,
conducted by a Baptist minister, was held at his home but a Masonic burial
service was held at the Mount Hope Cemetery near Wells by the members
of the Terrell Lodge, Number 83.- Indiana Cherry Bailey, died on November
6, 1916, and was buried. beside her husband. The tombstone inscriptions are
very unusual. That of W. E. Bailey reads:
"His
His
His
He

words were kindness
deeds were love
spirits humble
rests above."fl'

That of Indiana Bailey:
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UDear friends as you pass by, 8S you are now I also have been

as you are now-SO should you be prepared for death and follow

me."
Some years after W. E. Bailey had died and his son Henry [Chin] and
family were living at the father's home, a former slave or a Negro,
evidently befriended by the father, wrote that he wanted to visit his old
friend's horne once again. Chin and family, not knowing that the friend
was a Negro, invited him to have dinner with them. When the Negro
appeared, the Bailey family had him sit with them and eat the dinner
even though the custom of the community was for the colored people to eat

separately.Some of the present day descendants of W. E. Bailey at WeBs are:
Eugene Bailey, fortner president and now chairman of the board of the
First State Bank; Allen Bailey, owner of the Bailey Chevrolet Company;
Ben Bailey, former county commissioner, gin owner, and farmer; Henry
Bailey, Jr., Texas Highway Department worker and farmer; Gladys Bailey
Sneed, Emma Bailey Cravens, and Anna Bailey Cochran; and John N.
Cravens, author of this article and Professor of History at Midwestern
University, Wich,ita Falls, Texas.
NOTES
IFamily Bible and

II

Obituary" clipping owned by Anna Bailey Cochran,

a grand-daughterj UObituary," in the East Texas Reformer, IV, no. 31,
Jacksonville, Cherokee County, Texas, Thursday, February 23, 1899.
'John L. Bailey, UBailey, John 1...," Origin and HistoT"JI of the Name
Bailey with BiogralJhies of all tile Most Noted Persons of That Na11le,
(Chicago, American Publishers Association. 1904), p. 38j U. S. Tenth
Census, 1880 (MSS., Returns of Schedule No.1, Free Inhabitants of all
Counties of Texas, Microfilm, Midwestern University Library). Hereinafter William Edward Bailey II will be referred to as W. E. Bailey.
'Interview with Emma Bailey Cravens, a great·grand-daughter, Wells,
Texas, October 1, 1966.
4Emma Bailey Cravens to John N. Cravens, October 17, 1966, U. S.
Tenth Census cited above.
"'Obituary" previously cited and another clipping of an obituary of W. E.
Bailey owned by Anna Bailey Cochran, a granddaughter.
·U. S. Tenth Census, 1880.

'Tombstone in Mount Hope Cemetery near Wells, Cherokee County, Texas.
'Family Bible owned by Anna Bailey Cochran.

'U. S. Eighth Census. 1860 (M S, Returns of Schedule No.4, Productions ot Agriculture in 11th District of the County of Calhoun in the post
office Morgan, Georgia, Microfilm, Unversity of Texas Library).
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-Emma Bailey Cravens to John N. Cravens, October 17, 1966.
11lnterview with Emma Bailey Cravens, a grand-daughter, Wells, Texas,
November 27, 1966.
u/bid. i The author of this article heard John L. Bailey, his grandfather,
say many times when asked if he was a Confederate veteran that he was
not and then would give the particulars as related above. John L. Bailey
died August 30, 1925, and is buried in the Mount Hope Cemetery near Wells,
Cherokee County, Texas.
'Jlnterview 'with Eugene Bailey, a grandson, December 27, 1966.
'41nterview with Wiley Hester, December 27, 1966.
lfJnterview with Emma Bailey Cravens, October 1, 1966.
"Interview with John Cherry, a grand-nephew of Indiana Cherry Bailey,
Wells, Texas, December 27, 1966.
"Interview with Eugene Bailey, a grandson, Wells, Texas, December 27,
1966. Wells was established in 1885.
llInterview with Wiley Bester, December 27, 1966.
"Ibid.
~U. S. Ninth Census, 1870 (MSS, Free Inhabitants of all counties of
Texas, Microfilm, Midwestern University Library.)

21U. S. Tenth Census, 1880 (MSS, Returns of Schedule No.1, Free Inhabitants of all Counties of Texas, Microfilm, Midwestern University
Library.)
Z2J.nterview with Wiley Hester, December 27,1966.
~Interview with

Eugene Bailey, December 27, 1966.

~Interview

with Wiley Bester, December 27, 1966.

~lnterview

with Emma Bailey Cravens, October I, 1966.

-Interview with Wiley Bester, December 27, 1966.
17Interview with Eugene Bailey, December 27, 1966.
"Interview with Emma Bailey Cravens, Wells, Texas, November 27, 1966.
"Interview with Wiley Hester, December 27,

1966~

JIIInterview with Eugene Bailey, December 27, 1966.
"Interview with Emma Bailey Cravens, Wells, Texas, November 27, 1966.
ZlJnterview with Eugene Bailey, December 27, 1966.

"'Interview with Wiley Bester, December 27, 1966.
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:tI0bituaries of W. E. Bailey previously cited; Interview with Emma
Bailey Cravens, September I, 1966j Interview with Wiley Hester, December
27, 1966.

-Interview with Gladys Bailey Sneed, a grand-daughter, and Eugene
Bailey, a grandson, September I, 1966; Obituaries previously cited.
*"The inscription evidently overlooked his horse trade with the boy.
-Interview with Anna Bailey Cochran, Wells, Texas, September 1. 1966.
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EAST TEXAS
C. K.

CHAMBERLAIN

On September 12, 1866 Lyne T. Barret brought in the first oil well in
the Southwest. It was 106 feet deep and produced ten barrels of oil a day.
For the next sixty years the area around the original well was worked by
various individuals and the oil supplied the needs for lumber trains that
operated near this location. Because oil bubbled to the surface Barret's
field became known as Oil Springs. It is located seventeen miles southeast
of Nacogdoches.
On May 14, 1963 Miss Gladys Hardeman read a research paper titled
The First Oil Well in Texas and the Southwest to the Nacogdoches Chapter
of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas. The paper was brought to the
attention of the local Chamber of Commerce and steps were immediately
taken to remember Barret's action by means of a centennial celebration.

Oil Springs Before Restoration
A. L. Mangham, secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, and R. Travis
King, Chamber president, contacted the Texas Mid-Continent Gas and Oil
Association, which acts as a promotional and publicity agency for the Texas
oil land gas industry. Mid-Continent agreed to co-sponSOr the centennial and
to contribute $3,000 to cover publicity expenses and to erect a memorial
marker.
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The actual celebration took place on September 30, 1966 On the campus
of Stephen F. Austin State College. The marker was placed near the Old
Stone Fort, a location where it can be easily maintained and will be
accessible to tourists. The day-long event was jointly sponsored by the
Chamber of Commerce, Stephen F. Austin State College, and Texas MidContinent Gas and Oil Association, but it represented a total effort on the
part of the Nacogdoches community. Invitations were extended to many
prominent officials. Dignitaries who attended included Frank Taylor, director
of the United States National Museum of the Smithsonian Institute, Ben
Ramsey and Jim C. Langdon of Ute Texas Railroad Commission, William
A. Landreth, honorary president of Mid-Continent, Charles Simones, executive vice president of Mid-Continent, F. G. Gragg, vice president of the
International Paper Company, the organization which owns Oil Springs
today, and United States Senator John Tower.
The day began with a nine o'clock coffee honoring the Barret descendants
and hosted by the Altrusa Club, a Nacogdoches professional women's group,
and the local Oil Centennial Committee. At ten o'clock a parade started
in the business district and ended at the dedication site. The parade included
antique cars and modem equipment which uses oil products. Color was
added by costumed Indians from the Livingston Reservations, high school
and college bands, a sheriff'S posse. and several floats representing local
history. Nacogdoches school children were dismissed to view the parade.
Ben Ramsey of the Texas Railroad Commission addressed several hundred
persons with a speech extolling Barret, before the marker was dedicated.
John Ben Shepherd, state chairman of the Texas State Historical Survey
Commission, presented Barret descendants with a marker to be placed on
Barret's grave at Melrose, Texas. Senator Tower told the audience he would
have the observance of the Oil Centennial placed in the Congressional
Record. Dr. Ralph W. Steen, president of Stephen F. Austin State College,
acted as master of ceremonies at the dedication.

Lyne Taliaferro Barret Memorial
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After the ceremonies, guests attended a barbecue prepared by the local
fire department and served by members of the Nacogdoches Kiwanis Club.
Later in the afternoon Jaycees ran buses to the Oil Springs location. Guests
were presented with attractive folders and pamphlets and oil samples from
the original springs, all commemorating the event. One pamphlet, telling
the story of Barret's life, was written by Frank X. Tolbert of the Dallas
Morning News.
The International Paper Company, which has leased 7 acres of Oil Springs
to the City of Nacogdoches, hopes that in the future some arrangement can

be made to ensure the pennanency of the location as a memorial park. Under
the direction of the chief of the Nacogdoches fire department, Delbert A.
Teutsch, and with the assistance of the International Paper Company, the
Community Action Committee, and Commissioner Woodrow Palmer, the land
has been cleared. Existing appurtenances of old wells have been marked
for display. Four of the existing wells have been reconstructed with tall pine
tripods that were used to raise and lower drill stems in pioneer times. Paths
have been laid and picnic tables installed. Visitors who roam the area might
discover other old wells for oil still seeps out of the ground in a number
of places.
In May of this year, 1967, Herbert Wilson, who serves as chainnan of
both the Nacogdoches Historical Commission and the Nacogdoches County
Historical Survey Committee, announced that the Texas State Historical
Survey Commission win soon erect an official marker at Oil Springs. Thus
the work of the East Texas community continues to commemorate an event
of historic importance, the spark that instigated the start of Texas' great
oil and gas industry.
San Augustine is the first Texas community to celebrate its two hundred
and fiftieth anniversary. This was done through a pageant, IISan Augustine On El Camino Real For 250 Years," which was presented June 2, 3,
and 9, 1967. The pageant is the story of a town-San Augustin~first a
mission on a trail, then a settlement on a road, and finally a town on a
royal highway, the El Camino Real or the King's Highway. The official
name so far as Texas is concerned is the Old San Antonio Road.
To preserve the record of the pageant and to serve as a guide to the
history of San Augustine, a pamphlet, San Augustine Cradle Of Texas, has
been published and a sesquibicentennial coin may be purchased which serves
not only as a memento but also helped to finance the pageant.
Most of the individuals who took part in the pageant were descendants of the first Anglo-Americans who settled in the area. The experience
has been so gratifying that the committee has decided to present the pageant
again on April 26 and 27, 1968. This presentation is intended to be a tie-in
with San Antonio's BemisFair.
As Mrs. Nelsyn (Julia) Wade writes, "Members of other historical societies will want to give pageants from time to time commemorating various
events in their histories. Perhaps the report of the Script and Staging Committee would be of help in going about it."
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This is an excellent suggestion and the report follows:

REPORT OF THE SCRJPT AND STAGING COMMITTEE OF THE
SAN AUGUSTI E 250th ANNIVERSARY HISTORICAL PAGEANT:
"The fact that the San Augustine 250th Anniversary Historical Pageant
was successful is now part of our history and our heritage. The real report
of this committee was given the nights of June 2, 3, and 9, of 1967, in Wolf
Stadium in San Augustine, Texas. when the citizens of this town re-enacted
their own 5tOI)' with zest, charm, and a sense of personal involvement that
delighted and impressed all who watched the story unfold before them.
Presenting this Pageant took the cooperation of the entire lown.
and we had that cooperation. Everyone was wondedul. Some commented
they had become acquainted with people they had never known before, and
had lived here for years. We all learned to know and appreciate Our friends
and neighbors more. This was itself a re-enactment of history, for Dr.
[George] Crocket commented that the Fredonian Rebellion and conventions
gave the people a spirit of union, confidence to act together, thus they were
successful in the effort for independence. Now, again, we have learned to
act together, and can work together for the progress of Our East Te:xas.
Perhaps you would be interested in knowing how the Pageant took the
form it did.
The title, "San Augustine on EI Camino Real," suggested the thread
running through the history: lithe Road." lIThe Road" caused the town to
develop as it did. Events took place along "the Road." "The Road" dominated the staging, as well as the script, as £1 Camino Real cut its winding
way across our Stadium-Stage.
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Pioneer Couple
\Vhen the decision to present a 250th Anniversary Historical Pageant
was made in February, we were at a complete loss as to how and where to
begin. We discovered that the Centennial Pageant of 1936 did not fit the
needs of the 250th Birthday Celebration. So, it was necessary to go back to
the original sources, do our own research, and develop the History of San
Augustine in such a way as to present the theme that the Historical Society
had stated as its aim: The rich heritage our children have here, which was
bought at a dear price by our own ancestors. During the period of research,
the recurring thought kept emerging like a persistent drumbeat: The spirit
of independence and self-determination, the love of liberty-these caused San
Augustine to "Be" here, and caused its citizens to come to this beautiful
land ,and fight for it, die for it, and live for it. From the beginning, the men
have gone to war after war from this garden spot of the world, in order
that their families live in liberty. This had to be presented-through our
historical pageant.
San Augustine was settled by very high calibre citizens with great leadership ability, and have been influential in the entire history of Texas from
the very beginning-we are the "Cradle of Texas History."
San Augustine has been not only the Cradle of History. but the Cradle
of Religion in Texas. We attempted to show the beginnings of the Roman
Catholic church wiUt its faithful missionaries who would noL give up in
discouragement, but were forced to leave by higher authority. Then, the
Protestant preachers who came and preached under brush arbors before
organized churches were allowed. And, when Mexican govrnment no longer
prevented, Protestant churches were built--first in San Augustine. The
laying of the first Methodist Cornerstone was the climatic ending of the
first Act of the Pageant.
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Captain Ramon and Father Margit
establishing Mission, 1717
Legend and mystery was inserted by the Lady-in-Blue. who is a docu-

mented fact, but has never been understood.

Reverend Francie WilBon
Preaching .t Brush Arbor ReY"ival
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Knowing that straight history might be dry, we inserted a square dance
in the middle of the first ac~ a Virginia Reel at the beginning of the second
Act, and ended the Pageant with the spectacular 4-H Quadrille., the tremendously effective square-dance on horseback. The Alabama-Coushatta Indians'
colorful native dances were a most appropriate beginning. The choir provided atmosphere, as weB as the theme-song, "'This is My Country," which
gave focus to the entire endeavor. The horseback scenes provided change of
paee---and, I might say, suspense. The hostile Indians, the desperadoes, and
the Texas Rangers. The covered wagons were breathtakingly effective ...
and, the buckboard with the casket of Captain Broocks was stark tragedy.
The scenery on wheels carried out the idea of movement along the "Road,"
as well as being the most effective way to get the scenery on and off quickly.
The automobiles of various times brought the Pageant up to 1967, giving us
movement along lithe Road," while quickly presenting mOre recent events
in San Augustine history.

M.ra. Nelsyn Wade as Mrs. James Pinckney Henderson
Sant Perry as Governor Ripper-da
Mrs. Bob Roper as an Early Settler
(She is robed for "the Lady·in-Blue")
Many, many people were responsible for all of these effects-hundreds of
San Augustine people contributing and cooperating to present their history
to the world. And, each one dressed in colorful appropriate costumes, either
painstakingly sewed by loving hands, Or carefully rented at the expense
of each person. Everyone did his very best to be costumed accurately. Thousands of hours went into this presentation.
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Local ulndians" Preparing for an Attack
Lewis Nolan Miller and Lester Hightower, Jr.

How did we choose the events to be shown in the Pageant, from all the
things that have happened during these 250 years?
We tried to keep in mind our "Title." and ·'Theme." It was necessary to

let some actions represent many happenings.

Pioneer Settlers Cooking
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The decision was made. after various books and papers confticted as to
certain dates, to let Dr. Crocket's Two Centures in East Texas be the final
authority on material used in the Pageant. Much valuable infonnation was
found in Mrs. Norvell's The King's Highway. We finally found the perfect
introduction in Mrs. Norvell's book: a quotation from Dr. George Crockett
From these books, an outline of the important events and dates of San
Augustine history was made. Decisions were then made as to which of these
events could be successfully staged. ] wanted to put aU of it in. When the
crew came from Shreveport, and saw the first draft of the script, Ken Holoman asked why we didn't have it condensed, and publish it as a set of
encyclopedias? So--cutting was necessary. Everything that didn't happen
right here was removed. General Gaines and his army on the Sabine; the
seventeen men who fooled the Mexican Army into surrender on the AngeUna.
and other things that vitally affected our history, but did not happen here.
Thus, the battles for Texas' Independence were not shown, only those who
passed along the "Road" to die in those conflicts.
Other important happenings of San Augustine history had to be sacrificed
in the interest of time and continuity. The Fredonian Rebellion would have
made a terrific scene--but would have been so powerful that it would have
overshadowed the rest of the show-and it would have been impossible to
show all that whooping for the Mexican government, and our enthusiasm on
putting down a Rebellion. only in the very next scene to have to establish
that Mexican tyranny was intolerable. and all the citizens were for revolution. So, the Fredonian Rebellion was left to narration.
There has never been a more noble nor a sadder chapter written than
Dr. Crocket's chapter on the Civil War. We pondered carefully the best
method of presenting the emotional impact of the terrible tragedy of it. The
Director suggested that one family would get more sympathy than regi-

A Civil War Farewell
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ments of soldiers. The Travis G. Broocks family gave so much, that it
seemed right that they be chosen to represent all those who sacrificed {OT
a principle-this same independence and self-determination that has characterized San Augustine citizens throughout history. The cast for this Civil
War Scene was chosen to look the part-the tall, handsome sons, and the
father DC proud bearing. This scene was to represent the tragedy of all
the wars OUT men have fought. Those who had to leave, and those who were
left behind.
Thus, the scenes were chosen. Scene descriptions were written. Casting
was done, and cast members began working with the Costume Committee
getting their costumes together. Scenery assignments were made, Bnd the
scenery materials gathered, and building started. Music was chosen; choir
Bnd band began practicing. And, at last the narrative words that were
read during the Pageant must be written. We called these the 19ood words."
We wanted them to have a ring of glory, as well as being completely historically accu.rate. The narration is substantially the same as was written
for the Program Booklets, but timed to the scene action.
The Program Booklets were made to be not only a souvenir, but a reference for San Augustine history, containing as it does a brief history of
San Augustine, giving pertinent dates, and using EI Camino as continuity.
This booklet can be used by students-our own children, and also those who
write to San Augustine inquiring about our history.

Thus the SCRIPT took shape. And, the PROGRAM was made.
STAGING San Augustine's 250-year History was done with the help of
chairmen for each scene. These chairmen organized their scenes, contacted
every member of the scene for rehearsal, explained the action of the scene
to them, and gathered together everything needed in that scene. These
chairmen d.id a marvelous job, and without them the Pageant could not have
been presented. The crew from Shreveport coordinated the scenes, and
Director Phillip Anderson worked through these scene chairmen to direct
the entire Pageant.
Rad.io Station KDET of Center in the person of Jack Bell provided narration and amplifiers for the Pageant of a professional nature and quality,
at no cost to us. Jack Bell gave of his professional time and ability and
equipment, bringing his truck and loudspeakers for our use during the
Pageant.
Many people gave much to make our 250th Anniversary Pageant successful--donations of lumber, fabric, metal, time, labor, nails, wagons, long
distance calls, trips, typing, horses, paint, and work, work, work. San Augustine people worked together for a common cause--with a determination
to present our story to the \VorldAnd, we succeeded.
We know now that we ean sueeeed in anything we do."
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Judge and Mrs. R. N. Stripling
County Judge Longer Than Any Other
Mrs. Stripling was 250th Anniversary
USweetheartU
Tyler County has several outstanding museums: among them are the
Kirby Memorial at Peach Tree near Chester; the Heritage Garden which
has been called "Texas' newest and most authentic museum of pioneer
living," located in Woodville; and the Allan Shivers Museum and Library
in Woodville. The Allan Shivers Museum occupies one of the area's oldest
houses, which has been moved from its original location, to make way for
a modern motel, and which has been restored and beautifully furnished by
the Allan Shivers family.

Allan Shivers Museum and Library
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The Shivers family is also furnishing the museum. In one room is a
photographic history of ex-Governor Allan Shivers from babyhood through
his terms as governor of Texas. There are also cartoons of Governor
Shivers' political career; some are favorable and some are critical. One of
the outstanding rooms in the museum proper is the rare bookroom which
consists of books about Texas. Some of the books indeed are rare, but included in the collection are recent publications. The Shivers family is responsible for the rare books, and also for the recent publications.
The living room has been restored at great expense. Much of the original
furniture came from New Orleans, and the restored furniture is in exact
replica. The carpets and draperies, as the originals, were purchased in France.
The Shivers family has given many volumes that are in the library
proper, which is connected with the museum by a glass enclosed walkway.
This makes it possible for the library to serve the community even when
the museum is closed. The Allan Shivers Library is now the center for a
bookmobile which serves Tyler. Hardin, and Polk counties. The library and
the bookmobile have thousands of volumes which are used by adults and
particularly by school children. Mrs. Dicy Collins is librarian, and Mrs.
Katherine Brodnox is assistant librarian.
The bookmobile was moved to the Shivers library in 1964 and the library
and museum were dedicated in October 1966 during the state convention
for small museums which held its state meeting in Woodville.
The old Howard-Dickinson home on South Main Street, built in 1855, is
the oldest brick home in Henderson. The Rusk County Heritage Association
in 1967 compiled the interesting history of the old home and has published
it as a monographed pamphlet which may be obtained from the Association.
On October 17, 1905, Mrs. !\1. A. Howard and Dora Howard sold the house
to Mrs. M. A. Dickinson, and on October 20, 1950, Homer Bryce purchased
the house from Miss Katie Dickinson. On April 27, 1964, twenty-five citizens
of Henderson petitioned the Texas Secretary of State for a charter for the
Rusk County Heritage Association and the charter was granted July 1,
1864, and Judge Chades Langford became the first president of the Association.
The present object of the Association is to restore and refurnish the old
home. As Mrs. Carl (Maida) Jaggers writes:

Howard·Dickinson Borne
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llThis lovely old house has stood high and proud on its terrace fronting
South Main Street in Henderson since 1855, the first all brick plastered
house built in Rusk County. It was acquired by The Rusk County Heritage
Association in December, 1964, a gift from Mr. and Mrs. Homer L. Bryce.
Our small group, a tax free, non-profit association duly incorporated under
the laws of the State of Texas, has labored long and hard, and through
sheer grit and determination, we have carried out our first goal: 'Preservation Now-Restoration Later' and beyond. Today, we aTe happy to report
that the restoration job is some 70% complete. We have accomplished
approximately a $20,000.00 restoration work at Our actual cost of somewhere
in the neighborhood of only $8,900.00, because of labor and materials given
and donations from clubs, civic groups and individuals. We owe NO money
for any of this I
We need about $4,000.00 more to completely restore the Howard-Dickinson
House to its early grandeur and beauty. It is our aim to furnish it throughout
as authentically as possible. When this final restoration is completed the
House wiU be self-sustaining, and will be opened to the public for weddings,
teas, parties, as a restoration and nluseum, pilgrimage, etc.
We are currently undertaking the wrecking of an old building here in
Henderson, from which we will salvage enough antique bricks to sell for
enough money to help us considerably on our project."
For the past six months, Polk County has been very active in getting
markers for places of historical significance in the county. Among those
places graced with markers are the birthplace of Margo Jonesj the Whitehead Home; The Confederate Shaft in Livingston; Centennial Marker at
the Alabama-Coushatta Reservation; Union Springs and Damascus churches;
grave marker for William Barnett Hardin; and the Horace Leggett Home
in Leggett. In addition to these historical markers, 180 markers have been
placed on Confederate veterans' graves and eleven more Confederate grave
markers have been applied for.
Work on the County Archives continues slowly but surely as material is
accumulated. The "Polk County Scrapbook" continues to be very popular
and contributions have been very helpful.
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Work was begun on the new Murphy Memorial Library and accompanying
museum after the old bouse on the site was demolished in April. The museum
has received enthusiastic support and many items have been donated. All
items are welcomed as they help to preserve the history of Polk County. A
number of people helped to sort and catalogue the items for display in the
museum. As many items have already been placed on display, visitors are
urged to come by and view them. Visitors are urged to pick up several
brochures and leaflets that s.re available. The Chamber of Commerce has
prepared a leaflet on the Moscow, Camden & San Augustine Railroad and
a color brochure on the Indian Reservation. Ruth Peebles bas prepared a
leaflet On E ....ly Cattle Brondo (1846-1849), A List of C01lfederate Soldiers
frWl Polk County. and The 1850 Census of Polk County. The first two
Peebles leaflets are free and the census leaflet may be purchased for 25
rents.

One of the most fascinating and authentic historical and recreational
attractions in East Texas is the Alabama-Coushatta Indian Reservation
located in the picturesque Big Thicket between Livingston and Woodville in
the eastern part of Polk County. Since 1854, the Alabama and Coushatta
Tribes have lived on Texas' only Indian reservation and have preserved a
rich heritage. The Reservation is now under the joint jurisdiction of the
Texas Commission for Indians Affairs, a newly created state agency, and
the elected Tribal Council presided over by Tribal Chief B. Cooper Sylestine
and Second Chief Fulton Battise. In order to achieve tribal self-sufficiency
and financial security, the "Tribal Enterprises" has been established to promote tourist attractions on the Reservation.
Among the dozens of attractions: the Trading Post; the Museum; Dance
Square; and Big Thicket Tour seem to be the most popular. On display in
the Arts and Crafts Shop are many hand-made Indian products such as
pottery, woven belts, jewelry, and baskets. The Museum displays depict the
colorful and interesting heritage of the Alabama and Coushatta Tribes. The
mNa-Ski-La Dancers" perform tribal dances on the Dance Square which
is patterned on the earlier dance squares used by the tribes hundreds of
years ago. The Big Thicket tour provides the visitor with a rare view of a
virgin pine forest and a Tupelo Gum swamp from a specially constructed
vehicle. More attractions have been planned for the immediate future, such
as the construction of a GOO-acre. lake, with possible canoe trips, boat docks,
and fishing areas; and a camping area and rustic cabins located along the
lake shore. There is a possibility that covered wagon rides may be provided.
The Reservation is open to visitors daily between the months of March
and November. During the winter months, the Reservation is open to visitors
only on week-ends. A fine restaurant provides hungry visitors with short
orders and Indian foods such as "Sofkee," "Indian Fry Bread." and Indian
Bar-B-Que. Since the Alabama-Coushatta Indian Reservation is one of the
most fascinating and authentic historical and recreational attractions in
the State, visitors are invited to visit the Reservation and thus to step
back into the peaceful serenity of yesterday and into a page of Texas
History.
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EAST TEXAS COLLOQUY
by ARcHIE P. McDONALD
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The past few months have been marked b). the publication of several
volumes relative to the history and general story of East Texas development. Those to be considered in the foUowing paragraphs have little in
common beyond their geographic setting and the personalities of their subjects. Two relate to early colonial days with a heavy emphasis on Louisiana
origins, two deal with Revolutionary and Republican days, and three treat
the Big Thicket in its historical, mythological, and biological aspects.
The first of Ule above is Trail 01 the Bowie Knife by Sam Mims. Mr. Mims
has also authored Chennault of the Flying Tiger., and more relative to this
area, Trail 01 the PMk Peddler, a short biography of Julien Poydras, and
Trail to a Pot 01 Gold. The three Trail monographs, along with two other
proposed companion volumes, are ultimately to be commonly bound as a set.
Only the volume on the Bowie Knife was available for review. It was published by the Guardian-Journal Press of Bomer, Louisiana, and is sixty-four
pages in length. Its principal project is to correct the dark legends that
are associated with Bowie's name and to perpetuate Ulose legends that are
virtuous and happy. Author Mims faithfully records the numerous duels in
which James Bowie earned his reputation as a "gut" fighter, and he does
not gloss the illegal slave trading enterprises in which his hero engaged.
His story of Bowie's acquisition of the faithful Mose is, if unrealistically
presented, at least informative. Of greater significance is his story of the
entire Bowie family and the parts they all played in the origin of the celebrated weapon which bears their name. The elder Rezin helped, the junior
Rezin Pleasant furthered the project, and the knife was produced by an
enslaved smithy named Bob Snowden. James seems to have had little to do
with it. Among Mim's interesting corrections are the following. The knife
was not made from some mystic metal, but in fact came from an old file,
and it was constructed for the purpose of butchering hogs, not men. The
ultimate destination of the original knife, which was never the property of
James Bowie but of his brother Renn Pleasant, was the bottom of Bayou
Pierre. It was lost there by John Taylor Moore, husband of Elve Bowie,
Rezin's daughter, who had acquired it from her father. If this is true, it
refutes virtuaJly all other accounts of the knife's nativity, most of which
credit James Bowie with its design and initial use. Of even greater significance was the family's attempt to introduce steam as a source of power
for sugar mills. There are some errors, as for instance, "General" Travis
was never more than a Colonel, and 'IColonel" Bowie's commission was not
in the Regular Army. But this is interesting reading for those who like a
popular presentation of history, and its genealogical information on the
Bowie falnily will make it doubly interesting to those who hunt the heads
of the past.
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Frederic Gaillardet's Sketches 01 Early Texas and Louisiana is the second
book dealing with the early years of East Texas. Gaillardet was a French
writer of the romantic school who enjoyed some success as a dramatist in
the Paris theaters and even more success as a correspondent and newspaper
publisher and writer. The present volume, consisting of translations of several of his dispatches originally printed in the Journal des Debats, the Conatitutionnel, the Courier des Etats-Unis, and his memoi.rs, entitled £tAriato--cratie en Amerique, was published by the University of Texas Press. The
translator, James L. Shepherd, III, who is professor of French at Baylor
University, bas also provided a suitable biographical introduction on Gaillardet. Shepherd suggests that historians of the Southwest have missed a
valuable source in so long ignoring the writings of this man who was a
"Texian in my heart," presumably because they were in a foreign tongue
and printed in inaccessible newspapers. Among the more interesting personal
disclosures about Gaillardet is the detailed account of his feud with Alexander Dumas over the authorship of a play, La Tour de Neale. He also suggests that France was an especial friend of the Texas Republic, and that
Gaillardet was instrumental in securing that friendship. The volume begins
with dispatches from Texas to France published originally in June, 1839.
This is followed by five longer articles, originally dispatches to President
M. B. Lamar, which were subsequently printed in the Coumer des Etats-Unu,
GailJardet French-language newspaper in New York. The subsequent articles
are concerned with Louisiana, and an especially interesting one deals with
Pierre Soule and the Ostend Manifesto. In it Caillardet defends Soule's
actions. The Texas material is fai.rly well separated from the Louisiana
materials. but the aim. says the editor, was to supply a valuable book for
the general reader. not the state specialist. He believes that none of the
chapters has appeared previously in print.
Gaillardet·s comments on Texas are incisive and interesting, although his
association has clearly been with the leadership of both areas, and is to
that degree limited. The following lines may interest the East Texan and
serve as an example of his writing style: liThe forests which Texas possesses are usually located on river banks. More than in any other part of
America one finds there those secular giants precious for ship building when
their timber has been hardened by the elements. Forests of future masts
rise up to the sky as they await the axe of the Americans, who so far left
them untouched."
The contemporary account of a bonafide early Texan is also available by
virtue of a recent reprint. The Rio Grande Press. located, despite its name,
in Chicago, has reproduced Anson Jones's private memoirs, his memoranda
on the induction of Texas into the Union, and a large segment of his correspondence. The official tiUe, Memoranda and Official COT1"espondence Relating to The Republic 01 Texas, Its History and Annexation, 1836 to 1846,
sums these contents. but even so it can only suggest the scope and value of
Ole 736 pages it introduces. Jones was a central and moving figure in all that
deals with Texas during its later colonial, republican, and early statehood
years, and his testimony is terrifically valuable. Yet his literary voice has
been muted for over a century because of the circumstances surrounding his
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writing, the troubled times of the American Civil War, and an apparent
problem of distribution of those few books that were printed. The addition
of his correspondence to the previously printed materials is a Godsend, for
they amplify what he suggests, and explain where he has been unclear. To
be sure it is Jones's story, the story of a political figure who had things
to forget and things for which he wished to be remembered. But it is an
interesting story, and it helps to understand the period of the Republic. Since
the correspondence of the other Texas presidents has long been available,
this completes a valuable trilogy.
The present volume contains an introduction oby Governor John ConnaUy, a
personable segment entitled U About This Book ..." written by Robert B.
McCoy, president of the Rio Grande Press, and an especiaUy good introduction by former Texas State Archivist James Day. Day's brief biography of
Jones is both tasteful and informative, and his telling of the saga of Jones'
book is good. McCoy's summary of the book is however, the best: IIBut there
is nothing objective about this book; it is profoundly alive and revealing.
President Jones wrote it from his heart, and from his pen emerges the picture and personality of not only the great men of Texas history, but of
Anson Jones himself. When the final page is read, the last President of
Texas is no longer a name-he is a real man ..." Excellent additions are
fold out reproductions of Jones' handwritten message to the House and
Senate on Texas' annexation, and a beautiful map of Texas made in 1844
by Colonel J. J. Abert of the Topographical Engineers. The cost----$25.00may prove prohibitive to aU save collectors and libraries, but this is a
valuable book for both to acquire.
Another memoir partially dealing with the early period of Texas history
is Ann Crawford's edition of The Eagle, The Autobiography of Santa An.na,
published by the Pemberton Press in Austin in 1967. Miss Crawford both
edited and translated Santa Anna's handwritten manuscript from the original deposited in the University of Texas Library. She made no effort to
correct his errors of fact in the text, although notes appear at the end
which attempt to set aright the more glaring inconsistences. This represents
the first publication of Santa Anna's memoirs in English, the only previous
publication being in Spanish in 1906, and both the year and the language
make it generally inconvenient for most American historians.
Just how much Santa Anna has to tell about his career, at least for the
serious historian, is axiomatic. He is the central figure of his nation during
at least half of the nineteenth century, and the principal Mexican antagonist
for both the Texas revolutionaries in the 1830's and the United States during
the military conflict of 1846-47. Yet he was much more than that to Mexico.
He served no less than eleven times as Mexico's chief executive and he
commanded her armies for fifty years. His rise and fall On numerous occasions is illustrative of the turbulent politics of his nation and his times, and
his survival is testimony to more than the benevolence of his alternating
victories. One cannot help but be reminded when reading the memoirs of
the uNapoleon of the West" of that other Napoleon who spent his last years
defending his public career with the written word. Santa Anna's introduction
begs for judgment on the basis of truth, to be remembered for his accom-
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plishments. The writing, he claims, will not be polished because it is that
of a soldier. He urges the reader to accept the fact that what he has done
has been done for Mexico. "No desire for glory guides my unpracticed pen!
My only desire is to leave to my fellow countrymen and to my heirs a faithful
account of my public life," If one reads only Santa Anna, this much is
accomplished. These memoirs are subject to the same critical tests of all
such historical writings, and it must be remembered that whatever his protestation to truth, Santa Anna was writing after the fact to justify his
actions. A series of excellent photographs and illustrations from the John H.
Jenkins Collection add measurably to the text.
Finally, three excellent monographs have recently appeared which deal
in whole or in part with that area of East Texas known as the Big Thicket.
They are Francis E. Abernethy, Tales From the Big Thicket, published by
the University of Texas Press, The B1'g Thicket of East Texas, Its History,
Location and Description, written by Claude A. McLeod and published by
the Sam Houston Press, and William O. Douglas' Farewell to Texas, A
Vanishing Wilderness. All have been written from a distinctive point of
view. McLeod's brief pamphlet, despite its imposing title, is largely a biological tract dealing with the kinds of flora found in tile Thicket. A beautifuJ
map illustrates the forest divisions and the kinds of timber most prevalent
in the various regions of the Thicket. Those sections dealing with man are
largely devoted to his improvements, including railroads and lumber extractions. A glossary is most helpful in converting some of the technical jargon
into layman's vocabulary, and a chart of indigenous flora giving the common
and botanical name is most usefuJ. McLeod's view of the Thicket is clearly
that of the scientist who appreciates a good field laboratory when he finds it.
Douglas takes a related if specialized view. His is that of the conservationist who laments the 50 acres a day lost from the Thicket to Civilization.
His is the spirit that is wounded by the "vandals" who poison hardwood to
cultivate the pine, who battle efforts to preserve the wilderness because this
will alter or harness their way of life, who kill rare wildlife because it is
rare, who, in short, fail to appreciate the aesthetic beauties of the Thicket
as he does. Douglas' view is limited by his preconceptions and by the fact
that he obviously made but few trips to the Thicket and those under the
watchful eye of men who were aware of the power of his pen and wished
to use it to grind their well meaning axe. Yet his muckraking views are to
be applauded. His reports of poaching and irresponsible destruction are true;
his itinerary, if guided and limited, was an adequate introduction to the
Thicket wilderness, and wilderness is something that Douglas is familiar
with. His report of Senator Ralph Yarborough's bill to make the Thicket a
National Forest is heartening in its intent if disheartening in its glacial
pace. Farewell to Texas deals with much more than the Thicket. He is aware
of the Ababs from over the entire state, and his writing style, if often
shallow and stilted, is sufficient to denounce them and to support his naturalist's views. To him, the Thicket is surely wildemess and is appreciated for
what it is.
For Francis E. Abernethy the Big Thicket is PEOPLE, and the selections
in his anthology reveal his viewpoint. When his authors discuss trees, it is
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in board feet, animals in terms of the bunt, and minerals in view of man's
use and abuse. The editor contributed an excellent introduction to the volume
and to each of the selections, and he reserved the last chapter concerning
the ethereal Saratoga Light for his own pen.
Abernethy's views on the Thicket, while appreciative of its natural and
wilderness quality, ignore those aspects in favor of the effect that they had
on the people who inhabited them, who lived with, coped with, and mostly
prevailed against them. "I guess the Big Thicket is as much a product of
the imagination and wishful thinking as it is a geographical area. It represents the Great Unknown to the mind cluttered with trade names in a
society labeled and categorized. It is a happy hunting ground for the mind,
and in man's fancy the cool green womb to which he can retreat from the
hot panic of concrete and glass in the industrialized brick jungles we call
cities. It is the individual's final fortress against civilization." To continue
this line, liis discussion on snakes leads to the point that ljthey are good for
the jump effect" on those who see them. His Thicket is the area inhabited by
settlers and !fnot aU of these ... were going there because they liked mosquitoes" i of mysterious mad men, of serious discussions about whether a
panther screams like a frightened woman. There are some hilarious episodes here of rural humor, as well as the tragedy of backward people who
resist all efforts to correct their backwardness. There are many heroes in
Abernethy's book, including the 89 iUustrations that grace its pages. But by
far and way the best is his summation of the people of tl1e Thicket and the
world which concludes his story of the Saratoga Light and the Book: "The
romantics and the tale spinners in the Big Thicket probably know a lot
more stories about the Light than these. And there'll probably be a lot more
tales circulating before it's all over, because as long as there's a Light,
there'll be people looking at it and trying to figure it out. A lot of folks
will lose a night's worth of T.V. and some sleep just to go there and prove
the Light isn't so, and all the time they'll be hoping that it is. Then they'll
put it through all the tests, dead set on showing that there is a physicochemical explanation, and aU the time they'll be secretly hoping tl1at they'll
fail. In the middle of a Thicket full of miracles they'll run up and down the
road hollering lilt's a fake," and all the time they're meaning, "Give me a
sign." Because if they can believe in the supernatural of a Big Thicket
Ghost, then they can more easily accept the mystery of tl1e Holy Ghostand life will add another dimension."
(He can talk their language.)
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BOOK REVIEWS
Baronial Forts oj The Big Bend, by Leavitt Coming, Jr., San Antonio (Trinity University Press), 1967. 126 pages. Illustrations, appendices, and
index. $4.00.

Baronial Forts of the Big Bend offers the reader a unique story of the
developing Texas west of the Pecos. The Big Bend area or Texas presented
many imposing obstacles in the path of settlement. To this rugged country
in the mid-nineteenth century came two Anglo-Americans who would make
their mark upon this uninviting area. At a time when such authorities as
the United States Census and the Texas Almanac claimed that none except
Indians Jived in the Trans-Pecos area, Ben Leaton and Milton Faver were
there building empires resembling the feudal manors of medieval Europe.
Feudal characteristics in the empires of these two persons are effectively
described by Professor Corning. Each of these men commanded a nu.mbe.r
of dependents or vassals who owed homage, obedience and labor to their
master. Both Leaton and Faver were strong leaders who could control the
respect and obedience of these underlings. Each of these "barons" was settled in a well fortified structure which would afford protection for himself,
his family and dependents from the ever-present danger of Indian attack.
Leaton's fortification consisted of one large forty-room adobe building which
served as home, fort and trading post. Faver established a much more elaborate system with three well situated forts. Both men were able to command
an extensive fief of several thousand square miles. These fiefs were practically self-sufficient with items not produced in these forts being obtained
through freighting and trade with the Indians or Mexican stores across the
Rio Grande. Also characteristic of the feudal pattern was the independent
manner in which each of these men was able to fill the gap produced by the
lack of civil government and to become a law unto himself. While the activities of these two men. as Professor Coming points out, advanced the settlement into the Big Bend country by thirty years, it is the similarities to the
medieval baronial system that make the Leaton and Faver stories so unusual.
The significance of these "Baronial Forts" and their "Lords" goes beyond
their interesting resemblance to the medieval feudal system. The strategic
location of these private forts on the Chihuahua Trail proved the only protection in the Big Bend area Cor the freight wagons vulnerable to Indian
attack in this hostile country. Protection in this dangerous portion of the
Chihuahua Trail is a vital part of the economic contribution that this trade
route made to commercial centers such as San Antonio and Indianola that
were served by the Trail. The Indian threat representing one obstacle to
settlement was allieviated by the existence of these private forts. These
strong leaders were able to exert considerable control over the Indian popplation with their strong-ann tactics. The United States Army eventually
found these private forts to be convenient stations on their patrols through
the area which aided in their efforts to control the Indians. The easing of
the Indian problem, along with evidence shown by Leaton and Faver that
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farming and ranching could be successful in such a seemingly desolate area,
speeded the slow process of settlement in the Trans-Pecos area of Texas.
The stories of the Leaton and Faver empires undoubtedly have an important
relationship to the local "istory of Presidio County. However a large measure
of the success of Professor Corning's book is that. he does not relegate these
subjects exclusively to the narrow field of local history. A broader perspective is given to the contributions of these men, which are convincingly shown
to have been important factors in the development of the entire Trans-Pecos
area.
There is much to commend this book which represents the first publication
of the Trinity University Press. The book has an attractive fonnat and
much of the credit for this goes to Syl Caylor who did the skillful interpretative illustrations. This, along with the scholarship, authority and vitality
with which Professor Corning writes, produces an appealing addition to
printed Texas history. The research is extensive as indicated by the lengthy
bibliography. The documentation should satisfy even the most pedantic scholar
but at the same time should not stand in the way of the general reader.
Appendices and an index have been thoughtfully included.
Paul M. Browning
San Antonio College

Handbook Texas Archival and Manuscript DelJOsitories. Compiled by James
M. Day. Assisted by Donna Yarbrough. Austin (Texas Library and
Historical Commission), 1966. 73 pp. Illustrations.
The compiler James M. Day, Director of State Archives, states that this
useful handbook was conceived in the Spring of 1966. That the project is
consummated and in print by the middle of 1967 is certainly a remarkable
accomplishment. The handbook reflects an effort to describe the manuscript
and archival holdings of every depository in Texas. Mr. Day sent out a
questionnaire to "897 county libraries, college and University Ubraries and
historical museums." Of these, only ninety-five came up with reports reflecting holdings of manuscripts of greater or lesser degree.
The compiler acknowledges that "this survey is only an elementary beginning," but the reviewer must acknowledge that the presentation is a fine
idea and a worthy start. Not the least of the compiler's troubles, evidently,
was the fact that so many institutions (324!) failed to report at all. Mr.
Day states that six state-supported colleges and universities failed to respond
to the poll, including the University of Texas. This last omission alone, of
course, involves holdings of considerable dimensions.
This monograph is Number 5 in a series originating in the Texas State
Library. Each title in the series to date appears to be practical and useful
for library and research people in the Southwest. Perhaps a more compTe·
hensive guide can be published at a later date.
James L. Nichols
Stephen F. Austin State College
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FDR: Architect of an Era. By Rexford G. Tugwell. New York (The Macmillan Company) 1967. Pp. xvii-264. llIustrations, readings, index. $4.95.

The author of this short biography of Franklin D. Roosevelt was one of
the President's best known advisors who was closely associated with the
New Deal for a number of years. Rexford Tugwell first joined Governor
Roosevelt as an assistant at Albany and came to Washington as one of the
original Brains Trust. He served as assistant Secretary of Agriculture from
1933 to 1937 and later was Governor of Puerto Rico. In these several capacities Tugwell enjoyed a personal acquaintance with Roosevelt and had a
role in the making of many New Deal policies. In later years, he resumed
academic life and taught Political Science at Columbia, the University of
Chicago and other institutions.
With this background in mind, it is difficult to determine why Professor
Tugwell should write such a book as this. ThOUgh it covers the entire span
of FOR's life the volume is a brief, superficial account, based only on the
most obvious printed sources. Tugwell consistently writes down to his reader,
perhaps aiming the book (though neither the author nOr the publisher so
indicate) at a juvenile or adolescent audience. Throughout the study he
speaks of the Thirty-Second President as "Franklin" although it often appears awkward and it is very unlikely that the Brains Truster ever enjoyed
such an intimate relationship to the chief executive.
In his effort to simplify the complex issues of the New Deal and the
Second World War, Tugwell occasionally oversimplifies and consequently
falls into error. For example, in discussing the problems of the New Deal
brought about by a continuing budgetary deficit, Tugwell explains the issue
in these tenns: "When more is paid out than is taken in, governments
simply print money to pay for the difference, and, when the number of
dollars is increased in relation to the goods and services to be bought, prices
rise." (170). In a later chapter in discussing the growing crisis in the
Pacific during the spring of 1941, Tugwell summarizes the situation as follows: u ••• Japan was carrying out the most rapid conquest in all history.
The Dutch and British East Indies fell j China was overrun. Would the
Philippines be next?" (206). ObviOUSly Professor Tugwell knows better than
this but the uninitiated reader is led to completely inaccurate conclusions.
The volume is well-designed and attractively printed. The numerous illustrations depicting FOR at various stages of his career from infancy to just
before his death add much to the interest of the study. The prose, especially
in the later chapters, marches along smoothly. carrying the reader to the
conclusion. But the reviewer regrets that the prominent Brains Truster did
not choose to write a really significant work on the New Deal using personal
material from his private files. Or, if a frankly juvenile biography was his
aim, he should have devoted greater care and candor to its writing. The
present volume is not very useful either to the scholar or to the general
reader.
Robert S. Maxwell
Stephen F. Austin
State College
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The Invention of the American Political Parties: A Study of Political lrnrn-ovisation, By Roy F. Nichols. New York (The Macmillan Company),
1967, 416 pp. Index, appendicies, and bibliographical notes. $8.95.
The thesis of this reinterpretation of American political history from
Colonial times down to the Civil War is that American political instruments,
Ufirst projected in the logical years of the Age of Reason in which the republic was born, have ranged from the Constitution to completed party machine and have included various types of behavioral inventions. Only once
... has this machinel"y failed to provide the stability, which it was designed
to ensure." The American political system, including its traditional twoparty decentralized features, is U a product of human ingenuity which it
took a millennium of experience On both sides of the Atlantic to invent."
Professor Nichols begins by maintaining that the origins of this American
political machinery may be traced back to the oldest sources of British history, especially the age-old English practice of electing their executive and
the centuries-old practice of electing lawmakers. He then shows how the
tradition was transplanted in America, how British political ideas came
over to America on the ships with the English migrants. According to Professor Nichols, these immigrants brought with them "an attitude for political improvisation, always in the direction of more independent self-government. which was typical of the American experience." This spirit of improvisation was at work throughout the colonial period and significantly paved
the way (or the federal experiment that they launched after gaining independence from Britain.
After 1776 down to the mid-1850's the Americans experimented with
various forms of factions operating On state and federal levels; but during
most of that period it was the state and local factions that were most influential. most stable, most endul"ing. Two major parties on the national level
with continuing existence, national organization, and some national leadership did not emerge until very nearly the advent of the Civil War. This
emergent political pattern was 'Jextraconstitutional, extralegal, and unwritten." 1t was developed "as a series of devices prodUced morc or less spontaneously to meet a felt need."
This book. which is rather more of an extended essay than a scholarly
monograph filled with footnotes and myriad of refel-ences demonstrates that
its author possesses a wide range of information about the pedod and process
about which he has written. He shows himself as a first-rate political historian. Though it is not possible for me to agree with some of his propositions
and some of his interpretations of e\·ents. nevertheless, his book is a major
contribution to its field. 1 cannot, for example, believe that George Washington played quite so active or so knowledgeable a part in the formation
of the republic nor in the formation and direction of early political factions. Nor can I quite accept the proposition that sophisticated ward politics
played by Aaron Burr in New York was primarily responsible for the
eleetion of Thomas Jefferson to the Presidency in 1800. But these are minor,
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almost petty, reservations. On balance this is a work of great value to
those interested in political history, the American political process, or the
evolution of American government.
J. E. Ericson
Stephen F. Austin State College

Big Thicket: Ite Heritage. By Aline. House. (Naylor), 1967, $5.95.
Mrs. House's book contains discussions of the early setUement and organization of Bardin County, the Civil 'VaT, the lumber industry, the oil
industry, hunting activities of early days, and a brief resume of beginning
efforts of various groups and individuals to preserve Big Thicket wild life.
The binding and the dust jacket of the book are equally attractive, as are
the end papers whidl map Hardin County. (However, Thicket and some
other communities were omitted from the map.)

Mrs. House has been an English teacher in Bardin County for many
years and is now librarian oC Kountze High School. She has dedicated her
book to the youth of Hardin County and has interspersed each chapter wjth
an original ballad type verse which will have a special appeal to many
youngsters. Being' a teacher and lover of young people, she possibly wrote
Ute book with youngsters chiefly in mind, but it will be an interesting addition for the collector of Texana as well as for natives of Ute area and
flBig Thicketeers." There are eight pages of pictures of old timers and their
activities, and ten pages containing brief sketches of present day political
leaders.
Lois William Parker
Beaumont, Texas

Back to Back: The Duel Betu:een FDR and the 1l1JTente COUTt. By Leonard
Baker. New York (The Macmillan Company), 1967. 284 pp. Sources,
Notes, and Index. 36.95, cloth.
With the recent appointment of Thurgood Marshatl to succeed Justice
Tom C. Clark on the United States Supreme Court, there is much speculation
that the liberal bent of the Supreme Court for the past three decades has
been strengthened for the future. The seventeen chapters of this book contain
the story of the 168 day power struggle which ended with the initiation of
the present trend of the Court. This study is not a rigorous investigation, but
Tather is journalistic in nature to appeal more to the observant layman
than to the exacting scholar.
The author, a journalist turned free lance writer, sees the 1937 confrontation between the executive and judicial branches of government as a duel
between the President and "nine old men"-between liberalism and conservatism. Just as any properly conducted duel includes seconds, this duel
included " ... all the powers in the United States .. :' as seconds. Without
losing contact with the central involvement, the author also discusses and
documents many of these secondary power struggles. For e."(ample, the
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author sees former President Herbert Hoover attempting to "
sei.ze the
issue as a ticket back to the White House." Many politicians, businessmen,
labor unions and farmers would also seek to fulfill personal or group ambitions. Fortunately, some would see in the issue only the good of the nation.
Brief insights into the lives of the important participants are included
as each is drawn into the conflict. Background material on each of the
Supreme Court Justices is especially enlightening. The author's perception
and illumination of conflicting points of view taken by several of the judges
before and after becoming members of the Supreme Court gives insight into
the effect of separation of powers. The involvement of Congress brings the
whole of government into the fray. In fact, the book may be misnamed,
since ultimately Congress became more actively involved in the duel than
did the Court-a second seemingly did the fighting for one of the principals.
Absent from this volume is an introduction or a statement of the aims,
purposes, or intent of the author; thus the reader is left with only a central
story to tie the work together. The author is repetitive, Le., facts are repeated throughout the book as many as foul' timesj and each time the fact
is presented as new material. Another weakness, although admitted by the
author, is the anonymity of some sources which may cast doubts on the
historical value of the book.
The basic value of this study is that one can here see the interplay
between the three branches of government that results from our system of
separation of powers.
Charles W. Simpson
Stephen F. Austin State College

Memories 0/ Sabine County Texas. By Helen Gomer Schluter. Center (J. B.
Sanders). 1967. 121 pp. $4.00.
Goobers, muscadines, wild persimmons, and uswiped" watermelons-these
are some of the things recalled in the letters of Robert Austin Gomer which
make up the body of the book, Memories of Sabine County Texas, as compiled by his niece, Helen Gomer Schluter.

Memories of Sabi"e County Texas will not cause any great excitement in
historical circles. It was not written for that purpose, but it is unique in its
subject matter. The history of Sabine County has long been ignored by
historians.
"Uncle Bob" writes very interesting letters from his new home in Oregon.
He manages to convey a good bit of the feeling and atmosphere of the rural
life of his childhood when he lived near Sabinetown in Sabine County. This
life included everything from stories of steamboats and early Texas legends
to poltices of antifugestine and Model T Fords.
Gomer's grammar and spelling were never meant to be seen by an English
teacher. One might have trouble finding On a map "Polygotch" Creek that
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he mentions, but the natives will understand as they have probably never
read the sign on the bridge that says "Palo Gaucho" either.

Mrs. Schluter has done a great deal of work in indexing and identifying
names and places mentioned in the book. She has also included the genealogical charts of many of the families mentioned.

Memories 01 Sabine County Texas is a book written for the Gomer family
primarily but would be of interest to their friends and all those interested
in Sabine County.
Priscilla Pratt Mache!
(Mrs. Albert Machel)
Nacogdoches, Texas

FTontje'Tsmen in Blue: The United State8 Army and the Indian. By Robert
M. Utley. New York (The Macmillan Company), 1967. 384 pp. $9.96.
Robert M. Utley is Chief Historian of the National Park Service,
United States Department of the Interior, and President oC the Western
History Association. The author of two previous books on western military
history, Custer and the Great Controversy and The Last Days of the Sioux
Nation, his Frontiersmen in BIlLe is the second volume in The Macmillan
Wars of the United States series, under the general editorship of Louis
Morton. In a forthcoming volume, Mr. Utley plans to continue the history
of the United States Army and the Indians through the years 1866 to 1890.
Thus. in this context, Frontiersmen in BilLe explores the army's influential
role in the westward movement and in uthe process of destroying the freedom and way of life of the western Indians." However, the army alone did
not conquer the Indians and make the West safe for settlement. Rather it
was but one facet of the "largely uncontrolled and uncontrollable movement" that eventually subjugated a wilderness empire and the American
Indian.
During the 1840's, the United States enlarged its domain and became a
continental nation making necessary a permanent frontier army. Although
exploration, mapping, and construction of intemal improvements formed a
large part of the anny's new duties, protection of the frontier population
and travel routes from hostile Indians "placed the largest demand on the
Army." During these seventeen years, the army planted the United States
flag on the Great Plains, in Texas, the Rockies. the Southwest, the Great
Basin. and on the Pacific coast; creating a group of regional defense sys·
terns and struggling with a new kind of enemy that had mastered the conditions of climate and geography. The accounts of these uachievements and
failures" become vividly alive as a result of Mr. Utley's imaginative presentation. For him, the dominant theme of this period of the army's history was
not the many failures encountered but that the army "scored as many successes" as it did considering the unique circumstances in which it operated.
Although the "frontiersmen in blue" passed on to its succesSOr an accumulation of wisdom produced by seventeen years of experience with the
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western environment and its aboriginal inhabitants, it also bequeathed
certain dilemmas II inherent in the nature of the Army's role on the Indian
frontier." The increasing reliance on total war produced a moral dilemma
withjn the army because many could not justify warfare that took the lives
of women and children. The division of federal authority over Indian affairs
created intense bitterness between military and civil anns of the government. The powerful influence of the vested interests influenced policies and
courses of action more than the army could. The western population tended
to construe the army's presence as a guarantee of absolute protection and
to blame the army for every murder or robbery perpetrated by the Indians.
Yet, a later army "owed much to the frontiersmen in blue, Regular and
Volunteer alike, who confronted the Indians between 1845 and 1865."
Ben G. Smylie
Stephen F. Austin State College
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